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Agency:  UTAH STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

Program or Request Title: Beverley Taylor Sorenson Arts 
Learning Program    
 

Summary of Request: (briefly articulate the need for the policy change or funding 
request and the anticipated outcomes) 
 
Requesting a policy change to allow hiring of implementation coaching specialists to support 
rural LEAs and Charters in implementation of best practices and to provide professional 
learning through funding to USBE. While universities provide professional learning, USBE is best 
positioned to support educators, schools, and LEAs in implementation of best practices. 
 
Requesting funding to provide equity and access to every K-6 student by providing funding for 
every public elementary school in the state for a qualified arts educator to provide integrated 
arts learning. 
 

What is the nature of your request?  
Select one: 

❏ POLICY REQUEST – You are seeking changes to Utah State Code to improve your 
program/services.  

❏ BUSINESS CASE – You are seeking new or additional financial resources to support a 
program/service for education. 

● BOTH POLICY and BUSINESS – You are proposing a new program or expansion of an 
existing program that will require new/amended state code and financial resources.  

 
Questions?  Please contact: 

Dale Frost (dale.frost@schools.utah.gov) for questions related to a business 
case/funding request and  
Angie Stallings (angie.stallings@schools.utah.gov) for questions related to a policy 
request. 

 

USBE Lead Point of Contact:  
Name: Cathy Jensen  
Email Address: cathy.jensen@schools.utah.gov  
Phone Number: 801-518-4824 
USBE Section: Teaching and Learning 
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Additional USBE points of contact (as needed): 
Name: Kelly Bruce Glynn 
Email Address: kelly.bruceglynn@schools.utah.gov 
Phone Number:  
USBE Section: Teaching and Learning 
 
If you are already working with a policymaker or member of USBE leadership on this request, 
identify them below: Board Member Randy Boothe, Board Member Janet Cannon, and Board 
Member Carol Lear  
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POLICY REQUEST  
This section only needs to be completed if you are making a policy request (creating or changing 
existing Utah Code language). 
 

1. Section(s) of State Code to be addressed (if none, insert “N/A”): 
53F-2-506 

 
2. Describe the issues or concerns the legislation will address: 

Allow USBE to use a portion of the funding for professional learning and support for 
LEAs and schools. 

 
3. Describe the history of the issues or concerns including relevant context and timelines: 

While the universities provide valuable support and professional learning for the LEAs, 
USBE is positioned best to support LEAs in implementation of best practices.  

 
4. What are the suggested legislative solutions? Include code references and suggested 

language where possible: 
53F-2-506(4) 
From Money appropriated for the Beverley Taylor Sorenson Elementary Arts Learning Program, 
and subject to Subsection (5), the state board shall, after consulting with endowed chairs and 
the integrated arts advocate and receiving their recommendations, hire up to four full-time 
coaching and monitoring positions to support implementation of best practices in LEAs, and 
administer a grant program to enable LEAs to: (a) hire highly qualified arts specialists, art 
coordinators, and other positions that support arts education and arts integration. (b) provide 
up to $10,000 in one-time funds for each new school arts specialist described under Subsection 
(4)(a) to purchase supplies and equipment; and © (b) engage in other activities that improve the 
quantity and quality of integrated arts education. 

 

5. What data needs to be collected to support this potential legislation? Include whether 
this data is currently collected and available:  
Survey of support from LEAs for these positions. Review of yearly assurances for need 
for additional targeted support. 
The assurances data is available. The survey would need to be conducted. 
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BUSINESS CASE  
This section only needs to be completed if you are seeking new or additional funding.   
 

1. Amount Requested:   
 

Funding Source Amount ($) 

FY 2023 one-time funding $ 

FY 2024 one-time funding $ 

FY 2024 ongoing funding $9,882,720 

TOTAL funding requested $9,882,720 

 
2. Describe how the business case supports the goals and metrics of the USBE Strategic 

Plan.  
●   1A: Promote high-quality instruction in every early grade classroom. This request 
will provide funding for additional access to learning in an through the arts, as 
required by Board Rule and ESSA, for K-6 classrooms. “That’s how little children 
learn. They sing, they dance, they play. That is how they learn.” --Beverley Taylor 
Sorenson 
●   1D: Increase engagement of families with young children in early learning 
experiences. BTS Arts programming provides arts experiences for the community at 
large through informance, presentation and performance experiences for families at 
school. 
●   2B: Assist districts and schools in providing continuous personalized professional 
learning for each educator and leader. BTS Arts provides professional learning for 
Arts Educators in the program through the University partnerships. Additional 
professional learning is provided to grade-level elementary educators and 
paraprofessionals focused on arts-integration as an effective instructional strategy. 
●   2E: Promote equitable access to highly effective teachers. BTS Arts Educators are 
licensed and endorsed in an art form.  They deliver high quality instruction in and 
through the arts. Increased legislative funding will provide equitable access to the 
program across the state. 
●   3A: Support districts and schools in creating and maintaining conditions for safe 
and healthy learning environments. The arts create safe spaces for students to 
explore themselves and the world around them. 



 

  
 

5 

●   3B: Increase adoption of evidence-based student health and wellness practices. 
Research on BTS Arts has shown increased student engagement in learning, better 
behavior, and increased attendance. Each of these leads to increased self-concept 
and wellness. 
●   3C: Build capacity of educators and other stakeholders to meet students’ mental, 
emotional, and social needs. The arts support emotional and social wellness. “The 
arts make people happy, and happy teachers teach better, and happy children learn 
better.” Lisa Bean, Nebo School District 
●   4B: Support LEAs in providing a personalized learning plan for each student. BTS 
Arts allows students to access other core content through the arts, to explore the 
world through the arts, and to develop an aesthetic awareness.  

 
 

3. Identify how the business case aligns with specific action steps within Strategic  
Priority #2 (Education innovation and investment) of the One Utah Roadmap.  
●   Funding--Increase Education funding to support students and effective teachers 
and leaders. Increased funding to BTS Arts will invest in further education improvements 
and will ensure a well-rounded education for K-6 students that includes the arts and arts 
integration. 
●   Early Learning--Help parents and families give every child a great start, especially 
in the critical first few years of life. BTS Arts provides high-quality learning by giving 
them better access to the arts. As reported in the BTS Arts Assurance data collected in 
2021, 84% of educators and 70% of principals agree or strongly agree that “Arts 
integration instruction improves literacy and numeracy skills in students at my school.” 
SFY22 data is being compiled and will be updated when available. 
●   Equity--Provide every child with equitable opportunities and resources. Additional 
funding will help bring the program to underserved LEAs. Courses were developed to 
support educators in delivering instruction during the pandemic. These courses 
supported digital learning for both the educators who took the course and the students 
they taught. 
  
 

 
4. Explain how the business case advances the Board’s mission of “creating equitable 

conditions for student success: advocating for necessary resources, developing policy, 
and providing effective oversight and support.” 
This program increases the number of students and schools receiving the benefits of the 
BTS Arts grant and arts learning. Support for the program is widespread with more LEAs 
and schools interested in participating. Learning in and through the arts is required in 
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ESSA and Board Rule.  This ensures that learning takes place under the guidance of a 
highly qualified arts educator. 

 
5. Which populations or geographic areas will benefit most from this request? What 

safeguards will be implemented to prevent inequities or other unintended 
distributional consequences as it relates to this request? 
 
This program impacts K-6 students in all areas of the state. Applications have been 
received from rural to the largest districts in the state. Distribution of grants will be 
based not only on quality of application but LEA needs and capacity. Alpine and Davis 
School Districts have the most potential for growth through this plan. USBE staff is 
working closely with LEAs on the plan for full implementation. The state support 
personnel will ensure equity, access and fidelity to implementation. 
 

6. Which stakeholders have you engaged and coordinated with during the development 
of this request? 
 
Art Works for Kids, Beverley Taylor Sorenson Foundation, Friends of BTS Arts, LEA 
Superintendents, LEA Arts Coordinators, Sorenson Impact Center, Utah PTA, seven 
university BTS partners, individual legislators, Utah Cultural Alliance, Utah Division of 
Arts and Museums, Professional Outreach Program in the Schools  

 
7. Summarize the current budget for the project or program that is being funded. If this 

is a new project or program, summarize resources that are available for like-objectives 
within USBE. 

 
If funded, the budget will provide BTS Arts for every K-6 student in public schools in the 
State. Estimated cost for each additional school is $38,000. Additional coaches are 
approximately $110,000 each. State support personnel plus travel and supplies is 
estimated at $150,000 each. 

 
 

8. What problems would be solved with the additional funding? (Provide details and 
sources on any research or analysis that supports the evidence-basis for this request or 
the associated program such as a cost benefit analysis, program evaluation, results from 
a pilot program, etc.)   
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Additional funding will provide for all K-6 schools and students to benefit from BTS Arts. 
The program has proven its effectiveness over the past 14 years through multiple 
research studies. 

 
9. Provide an itemized budget, including revenue and expenditure sources, for how the 

funding will be utilized.  
 
Funding Source(s): 
 

Program Name 
Cost Category FY 2023 FY 2024 

Personnel Services $ $600,000 – (For the 4 
new coaching FTEs)  

Travel/In State $ $20,000 
Travel/Out State $ $ 
Current Expenses $ $ 
Data Processing Current Expenses $ $ 
Data Processing Capital Outlay $ $ 
Capital Outlay $ $ 
Other Charges/Pass Through $ $9,242,720 
Transfers $ $ 
Other $ $20,000 
Total $ $9,882,720 
      
USBE FTEs FY 2023 FY 2024 
USBE FTEs 0 4 

 
10. To what extent is this request scalable? Articulate the impacts if lower funding 

amounts were provided for this request. 
 
This request is scalable but will result in fewer students having access and will slow the 
growth of the program.  
 

 
11. What has been done or considered to address this problem with existing resources, 

instead of requesting additional state funding? 
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Existing resources have been exhausted with additional funding provided by LEAs and 
private foundations. Because this program is ongoing, federal funds through ARP and 
ESSER are not appropriate.  
  

 
12. Are there any future funding obligations (operations and maintenance, multi-year 

scale up, etc.) created by this request? What are the long-term funding or policy needs 
for this project or program outside the current budget window of two years? How 
should the state prepare to address these longer-term needs? 
 
Over 90% of the funding is pass-through to LEAs for grants for arts educator salaries 
which historically increase every year. Once the program is fully funded to reach every 
school, a mechanism must be in place to increase funding each year relative to the WPU 
increase. 
 

13. What value will these additional resources create for Utah and how will this value be 
measured? List the performance measure(s) that will be used to track outcomes for 
this business case. 
 
Data is gathered on the impact of the program through annual Assurances surveys and 
university research. Learning in and through the arts has proven to increase academic 
performance, engagement in school, parent participation in school, improved 
attendance, and improved behavior.  Through the pandemic, the arts have been a 
healing balm for the students and teachers—a place of safety and a way to express 
themselves. BTS Arts creates the space for students to develop a lifelong understanding 
of the arts, in turn contributing to a sustainable arts culture in our State. 
Performance Measures: 
Number of Schools 
Number of Students 
Impact as reported in assurances survey: 
         Learning 
         School Culture 
         Family Involvement 
 

 
14. Is this request related to an effort to streamline, modernize, or innovate state 

government? If so, describe how this request furthers those efforts. 
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No 
 

15. Please create a quad chart for your business case and send to Dale Frost 
(dale.frost@schools.utah.gov) when you submit your request. You can find examples 
of quad charts here.  

  

Once you have created your business case, please upload it to this folder using the following 
naming convention GS2023.ProgramName.Month.Year. (Ex. Full Day Kindergarten would look 
like GS2023.FullDayK.June.2022) 

August Draft 2023 Business Cases for Board Review 

Additionally, please make sure you have updated the table for Legislative Session 2023 Needs 
from the Field to specifically identify the stakeholders that have made the request. (You will 
note there is a new column highlighted in yellow to capture this response.)  

 

 



Beverley Taylor Sorenson Arts Learning Program Full Implementation SFY23

Total Educator Costs (80%) 23,262,119.44$  
Total Coach Costs (80%) 1,830,600.23$     
Total Support Personnel 600,000.00$          
IHE Grants for PD 1,250,000.00$     
USBE PD 20,000.00$             

Total Full Implementation 26,962,719.67$  
Current Allocation 17,080,000.00$  
Request 9,882,719.67$     


