
UTAH STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
 
Subject: 
ACTION:  Recommended Public Education Funding Stabilization Bill Language/Requirements 
  
Agenda item type: 
Action Item 
  
Recommended Action: 
MOTION FOR THE BOARD: That the Board approves the prepared recommendations 3, 4, 5, and 8 
of the committee for language in a bill that specifies funding requirements/formulas similar to House 
Bill 357 from the 2020 Legislative session.   
  
3 The statute codifies that the legislature shall, ‘provide a WPU value of $6,000 or more per student 
by the fiscal year 2027.’ Based on the base budget as of 1/23/2023-WPU value is $4,175. It is 
achievable but means a 10% increase in the WPU value over the next four years.  
  
4 In times of economic growth, the Legislature must fund at least 6% of the WPU before increasing 
funding to any other subcommittee budget until Utah’s funding per student exceeds the 75th 
percentile in the nation. In times of economic recession or stagnation, the Legislature shall fund 
enrollment growth and the inflation factor before increasing funding to any other subcommittee 
budget. 
  
5 The statute codifies that the legislature shall ‘set aside sufficient funds per year to ensure 
sustainment of public education funding to prior year funding levels for up to five years when there 
are periods of recession, negative growth, and/or declines in personal income averages.’  This is 
providing or sustaining education rainy day fund.  
  
(Context: The worst recession we have experienced took five years to come out of, so if we can 
ensure a sufficient level of ‘rainy day funds’ specific to public ed, we think that will help protect public 
education funding levels during the worst of times.)  
  
8 Tie percent increase in personal income to increase in the public education funding and provide 
inflationary factor to certified tax rates. 
  
  
Background: 
The Utah Legislature, in a collaborative and cohesive manner, has requested the Utah State Board of 
Education to make recommended changes/additions to the current Utah code for Public Education 
Stabilization Funding.  When the Legislature and the Utah State Board of Education collaborated 
during the 2020 legislative session, it resulted in HB 357 where specific funding 
requirements/formulas were codified in order to provide public education funding in a stabilized 
manner.   
  
  
Contact: 
Name:  Scott Jones   Deborah Jacobson 
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Title: Deputy Superintendent of 

Operations 
  Assistant Superintendent of Operations 

Phone:  801-538-7500    801-538-7500 
Email:  scott.jones@schools.utah.gov   deborah.jacobson@schools.utah.gov 
  
Attachments: 
1. USBE Finance Committe Public Ed Earmark Framework Jan 31 2023 
2. HB0357 
3. Comparing Public Ed Funding - Different Scenarios 1.28.2023 
4. Budget Category Comparisons - FY 1995-FY2023 - 2.1.2023 
5. FY 2020 Per Pupil Funding Comparisons 
6. State Per Pupil Expenditures on Public Education Comparisons 2.1.2023 
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