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 Item No.: 10.B.
 

 
TO: City Council
  
FROM: Roberta Greathouse, Acting City Manager
  
BY: Dan Meewis, Recreation Director

 
DATE: April 21, 2022 
  
SUBJECT: CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION 

COMMISSIONS RECOMMENDATION FOR ALLOWING 
PICKLEBALL AT THE WHEELER STREET TENNIS COURTS    

 
RECOMMENDATION
 
Provide staff direction regarding the use of the Wheeler Street Tennis Courts for 
Pickleball. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On November 17, 2019, staff received an email from a resident to be read into the 
record during public comment for the November 18, 2019, Parks and Recreation 
Commission meeting. The email had three objectives that they wanted the commission 
to review and consider.

 Having pickleball added to the future plans for the Parks and Recreation 
Department.

 Have Pickleball allowed on a trial basis, with temporary lines on the tennis 
courts.

 Potentially, we have permanent lines added to the tennis courts that would allow 
two pickleball courts on each tennis court.

On Monday December 16, 2019, there was an item on the Parks and Recreation 
Commissions agenda to discuss Pickleball as a possible use at the Wheeler Street tennis 
courts. Members of the pickleball community attended this meeting and provided 
information about the sport, and what they would like to see in the future. They stated 
that pickleball is a healthy outdoor activity that is one of the fastest growing sports in 
the country within the senior community. Pickleball is played on a badminton-sized 
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court with a 36" high net, and it can also be played indoors if space allows. The group 
then went over their 3 objectives and stated that items one and three on their list were 
long-term objectives with number two being the starting point. They also stated that 
during the trial period, players would use painters' tape to mark off the lines while using 
the existing tennis net. There was also discussion about the sign that is currently posted 
at the Wheeler Street tennis courts that states "Only tennis is allowed on Tennis 
Courts."  After the discussion, the Commission voted to recommend to the City Council 
to allow Pickleball on all four courts Monday-Sunday with a temporary sign allowing the 
use for a trial period of 6 months. Also, allowing players to lay down painter's tape to 
line the courts and remove the tape when finished. However, during the agenda setting 
process for the Parks and Recreation Commission for the January 2020 meeting, the 
Chair of the Commission wanted to revisit the recommendation from the previous 
meeting and added the item back to the agenda to open the discussion back up after 
hearing about some of the challenges that neighboring cities were having with 
Pickleball.

At the January 13, 2020, Commission meeting, another discussion took place about 
some potential concerns about pickleball. They discussed the potential challenges of 
parking and the noise level. After the discussion, the commission voted to modify the 
initial recommendation of allowing Pickleball to use all four of the tennis courts 
everyday of the week, to the new recommendation of limiting the use to two of the 
courts on Wednesdays, Fridays, and Sundays for a trial period of six months. After the 
six-month trial period, the Commission solicited input from the neighbors surrounding 
the tennis courts, and the tennis patrons, to get feedback on playing pickleball on the 
tennis courts to use to determine the next steps for pickleball at the Wheeler Street 
tennis courts.

At the February 6th, 2020, City Council meeting, the City Council voted to approve the 
Parks and Recreation Commission's recommendation to allow pickleball on a trial basis 
at the Wheeler Street Tennis courts for six months. Shortly after the approval, the 
COVID 19 Pandemic hit the country. During this time, state and county officials issued a 
shelter in place order which required the closure of park amenities including tennis 
courts. The tennis courts remain closed until September of 2020. When the courts were 
able to re-open, they were limited to singles play only, and had limitations on the 
number of people allowed on the courts. The courts were able to be fully opened with 
limited restrictions when Monterey County entered the Red Tier in March 2021. Since 
there was a prolonged closure because of the pandemic, the trial use period was 
extended.

On April 19, 2021, the Parks & Recreation Commission held a special meeting to revisit 
Pickleball's trial use period. In an effort to solicit feedback from the residents and other 
users of the tennis courts. A letter was sent out to residents who live within a 300-foot 
radius of the courts informing them about the special meeting and the ways to 
participate and provide feedback. Fliers were also posted at the tennis courts with 
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information about the meeting and the ways to participate. At the meeting, there was a 
good discussion about the trial period with a lot of feedback that was both for and 
against the use of pickleball on the tennis courts. The residents' main issues with 
pickleball are the increased traffic in the neighborhood along with limited parking, which 
caused the users of the courts to park in front of houses and in some cases blocking 
driveways. There was also a lot of concern about the number of people coming to the 
courts, and not abiding by the approved days. The noise level of the game, and the 
increased amount of garbage around the courts were also a concern of the residents. 
The pickleball players who are local residents as well as players from other cities were 
very appreciative for allowing them to use it. They love the location and said it has 
been a welcome addition to the rotation of courts they can play at on the peninsula. 
After the discussion, the Commission voted unanimously to recommend to the City 
Council to extend the trial period for Pickleball for another year.

On May 20, 2021, the Commission's recommendation was presented to the Council. 
There were numerous public comments on the item that were either for or against the 
use of Pickleball on the courts. The City Council voted 4-1 to approve the Commission's 
recommendation to extend the trial period for Pickleball for an additional year. The one 
caveat of the approval was that tournaments were not allowed to be played on the 
courts. The year extension would end on May 20, 2022.

On March 21, 2022, the Parks & Recreation Commission held a special hybrid meeting 
to review Pickleball's trial use period. In an effort to solicit feedback from the residents 
and other users of the tennis courts. A letter was sent out to residents who live within a 
500-foot radius of the courts informing them about the special meeting and the ways to 
participate and provide feedback. This was a larger radius for the notifications than 
what was done prior. This was done to try and get as much participation as possible. 
 At the meeting, there was a good discussion about the extended trial period with a lot 
of feedback. Overall, there were 15 people who provided public comments in person, 
and 2 were on Zoom. Staff also received several public comment emails prior to the 
meeting.  While the majority of the comments were pro Pickleball, there were still some 
residents who were against it. The residents' main issues with pickleball are the 
increased traffic in the neighborhood along with limited parking, which is causing the 
users of the courts to park in front of houses and in some cases blocking driveways. 
There was also a lot of concern about the number of people coming to the courts. The 
noise level of the game, and the increased amount of garbage around the courts were 
also a continued concern of the residents. The pickleball players who are local residents 
as well as players from other cities were very appreciative for allowing them to use the 
courts over the last year. They love the location and said it has been a welcome 
addition to the rotation of courts they can play at on the peninsula.

After the discussion, the commission voted unanimously to recommend the following to 
the City Council:

 Open up the Wheeler Street Tennis Courts everyday of the week for pickleball 
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between the hours of 8am - sunset.
 Add more trash cans and the courts.
 Strip all the courts for pickleball.
 Provide signage of what the rules are. 
 Provide signage that states City programs will have priority use of the courts.

Alternatives to consider:

 Adopt the Park and Recreation Commission's recommendations. 
 Modify the Park and Recreation Commission's recommendations to limit 

days/hours/number of courts to be used.
 Adopt some of the Park and Recreation Commission's recommendations.
 Eliminate Pickleball at the Wheeler Street Tennis Courts.
 Any combination of the options above and direct staff to evaluate other potential 

locations, including Cutino Park.

 
FISCAL IMPACT
 
Upon approval, the estimated fiscal impact would be $5,000 - $10,000, to stripe all of 
the courts with lines for Pickleball.
 
ATTACHMENTS

None

Reviewed for Submission to the City Council by:

__________________________________
Roberta Greathouse, Acting City Manager


