
SPECIAL JOINT WORK SESSION 
 

Commissioner’s Room / Government Services Bldg. / Thursday, May 26, 2022 at 5:30 PM
   

AGENDA
This meeting will include both members of the Rice County Board of Commissioners and members of the Rice County 

Planning Commission in a joint work session.

 I. Call to Order

 1. Meeting Notes 04-28-2022
  
 II. Continued Discussion of Zoning Ordinance Revisions

 1. Urban Reserve & Urban Reserve Industrial Areas
  
 2. Miscellaneous
  
 III. Public Input

At the end of each Work Session meeting, the floor will be open to solicit public comments on items on the agenda. 
Public Comments will be limited to two (2) minutes for each person, subject to the discretion of the County Board 
Chairperson.

 1. Written Input Received Since Last Worksession
  
 IV. Adjournment

SPECIAL NEEDS:  If you require special services to attend or participate in a public meeting, please call the 
County's Administration Office at 507.332.6100 or e-mail sfolsted@co.rice.mn.us. Please call 24 hours before 
the meeting, if possible. Meeting by Zoom is still available. Use the link below to join meetings.
To join the meeting on your computer: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3421170614 
To join the meeting by Phone please call: (312) 626-6799, (646) 558-8656, (877)-853-5247, or (507) 
332-6030 Participant Meeting ID: 342 117 0614 Passcode: 1234 

To view this agenda and any related documents electronically, please scan QR code
To the left or visit our website and follow the link for meetings and agendas. 
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Meeting Notes 
April 28, 2022 Special Meeting 

Committee of the Whole and Planning Commission 
Rice County Environmental Services 

www.co.rice.mn.us/planning 

 
 

Committee of the Whole – Attendance 
Jim Purfeerst, District 1 Commissioner – Present 
Galen Malecha, District 2 Commissioner – Present 
Dave Miller, District 3 Commissioner – Present 
Steve Underdahl, District 4 Commissioner – Present 
Jeff Docken, District 5 Commissioner – Present 
 
Staff Present: 
Julie Runkel, Environmental Services Director 
Trent McCorkell, Zoning Administrator 
Jeremy Edwards, Environmental Planner 
 
 

Planning Commission – Attendance 
Preston Bauer, Planning Commissioner – Present 
Charlie Peters, Planning Commissioner – Present 
Michael Streiff III, Planning Commissioner – Absent 
Jill Ellingson, Planning Commissioner – Absent 
Julia Hogan, Planning Commissioner – Absent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Committee of the Whole and Planning Commission met on April 28, 2022 in a special meeting at 5:30 p.m.  
Staff facilitated a two hour long work session on zoning ordinance updates to reflect the 2040 Rice County 
Comprehensive Plan adopted in 2021. This included further discussion of Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) in 
Shoreland Districts, as well as, new discussion on purpose statements for each zoning district.  Staff shared 
maps and draft purpose statements for the discussion. The following topics and comments were gathered at 
the meeting. 
 

1. Shoreland ADU Discussion: 

• Staff presented statistics on ADU’s in the Shoreland Districts as well as maps of a few example 
lakes showing a mix of parcels that could qualify for attached or detached ADU’s based on 
homestead status and lot size. 

• Some members commented that relatively few lots would be able to have ADU’s due to 
various requirements such as lot size, septic, financing, etc… 

• Some members suggested that detached ADU’s not be allowed in the shoreland or perhaps 
the NES lakes. 

• Members noted that ADU’s would provide flexible housing options for residents. 
• Variances would need close evaluation to protect shoreland from adverse effects. 
• Members directed staff to seek public input on shoreland ADU’s and the proposed ADU 

ordinance. 
 

2. Purpose Statements Discussion: 
• Staff shared draft purpose statements for each of the zoning districts reflecting the new 

comprehensive plan. The Highway Commercial district was tabled for later discussion. 
• Members agreed on the purpose statements and provided staff with some minor changes for 

clarification. 
• Members discussed how density from TDR’s and Cluster Developments in the Agricultural 

Districts related to the Rural Residential and Village Mixed Use areas. 
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3. Miscellaneous Discussion 
• Staff shared ideas for future special meetings such as field visits and various discussion topics. 
• Staff shared that a Zoning Ordinance Revisions page on the Rice County website is now live 

with meeting information:  https://www.co.rice.mn.us/621/Zoning-Ordinance-Revisions and a 
special email address for providing public input has been established:  
RCZoningOrdInput@co.rice.mn.us 
 

4. Public Comment: 
• Public comment was received questioning the need for ADU’s when the Temporary Farm 

Dwelling provisions exists in ordinance. Support was expressed for ADU’s to care for aging 
parents and address high cost of living. Concern for impact in shoreland areas was noted. 

• Comment was received stating a preference for keeping list of goals with purpose statements. 
 
Next Special Meeting: Thursday, May 26th at 5:30 pm 
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RICE COUNTY, MINNESOTA

Special Joint Work Session

AGENDA DATE: May 26, 2022
 
STATE ITEM OF BUSINESS:
 Urban Reserve & Urban Reserve Industrial Areas
 
BACKGROUND:
 The 2040 Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map includes changes to the Urban Reserve areas around the municipalities. 
 These changes were made to reflect changes to the cities' comprehensive plans and identify areas where realistic future 
water and sewer extensions may occur. We would like to start discussing changes to the zoning map to reflect the revised 
Urban Reserve and Urban Reserve Industrial areas as shown on the 2040 Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map.  Included 
in this packet is the 2040 Future Land Use Map, the current Zoning Map, the current Urban Reserve and Urban Reserve 
Industrial language as well as the current use table found in the Zoning Ordinance. Utilizing GIS, staff is working on 
illustrating and compiling the affected parcels of the proposed changes.  This analysis will be presented at the meeting.
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A d o p t e d   1 0 / 1 2 / 2 0 2 1 P a g e  19 | 53 

3.3 Future Land Use Map 
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A d o p t e d   1 0 / 1 2 / 2 0 2 1    P a g e  20 | 53 

 

Land Use Map Legend Descriptions: 

General Development Shoreland – Shoreland around lakes that are classified as General Development. 
These lakes are categorized as large, deep lakes or lakes of varying sizes and depths with high levels and 
mixes of existing development. These lakes are extensively used for recreation and are heavily 
developed around the shore.  

Commercial/Industrial – Areas adjacent Interstate 35 that promote employment and generate tax base 
in Rice County.  

Limited Industrial – Commercial/industrial land use to promote employment and generate tax base in 
Rice County. 

Natural Environment Shoreland – Shoreland around lakes that are classified as Natural Environment. 
These lakes are categorized as small, often shallow lakes with limited capacities for assimilating the 
impacts of development and recreational use. They often have adjacent lands with substantial 
constraints for development such as high water tables, exposed bedrock, and soils unsuitable for septic 
systems.  

Recreational Development Shoreland – Shoreland around lakes that are classified as Recreational 
Development. These lakes are categorized as medium-sized lakes of varying depths and shapes with a 
variety of landform, soil, and groundwater situations on the lands around them. They often are 
characterized by moderate levels of recreational use and existing development.  

Rural Residential – An area that recognizes exiting low-density residential development in already-
developed areas.  Most of these areas are located in agricultural areas or on the outskirts of 
unincorporated villages.  

Urban Expansion – An area around the municipal boundary of an incorporated City/Village that is 
reserved for future residential and business growth.  

Urban Expansion -Industrial – An area reserved in the urban expansion zone for the growth of industrial 
business.  

Village Mixed-Use –Existing unincorporated villages that are compatible for new development and a 
pedestrian-friendly environment. 

Wild and Scenic River –  This district protects and preserves the scenic, recreational, natural and 
historical values of the Cannon River in Rice County by ensuring that development within this river 
corridor is consistent with the Wild, Scenic, and Recreational Rivers Statewide Standards.   
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  Chapter 510  “UR” Urban Reserve District 

As amended through June 2015         10.1 

Chapter 510   “UR” Urban Reserve District 
 
 
510.01  Purposes 
The purpose of the Urban Reserve District is to implement the following Rice County Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan goals and additional objectives: 

A. Goal 56:  The County will provide a zoning district extending one mile from the municipal 
boundaries that will restrict development until incorporated into the municipal corporate limits. 

B. Goal 37:  Promote housing development in cities and unincorporated villages who can provide 
municipal or municipal-type water and sewer services rather than in the agricultural districts. 

C. Defer urban development in areas adjacent to municipal boundaries, until it is determined that it 
is economically and financially feasible to provide public utilities and services to the area. 

D. Achieve an orderly transition from rural to urban uses through annexation, rezoning and 
development. 

E. Restrict land uses that have the potential to interfere with orderly urban expansion and 
subdivision at urban densities. 

F. Provide for annual review of the status of the urban reserve.   

 
510.02  Permitted, Conditional and Accessory Uses, Urban Reserve District 
 

A. Permitted, conditional and accessory uses of land are as specified in Table 508-1.  All other uses 
shall be prohibited.   

B. Permitted and conditional uses may be combined on a single parcel, provided that each use meets 
the dimensional standards of this Chapter and any specific standards in Chapter 507.   

C. Additional requirements, including standards for signs, parking, water supply, waste disposal and 
sewage treatment, are set forth in Chapters 505 and 506 of this Ordinance, as well as other 
applicable provisions of this Ordinance and other County ordinances. 

 
510.03  Dimensional Standards 
 

A. Minimum lot area, residential lot:  35 acres  

1. A parcel with a dwelling existing as of the date of adoption of this Ordinance may be reduced 
in size to a lot of no less than 1.0 acres, provided that a conservation easement is recorded on 
the residual parcel prohibiting further development or subdivision.  The terms of the 
conservation easement shall be those stated in §520.10 D., except that the easement may be 
terminated by Rice County at such time as the property is annexed by the adjacent 
municipality. 

B. Minimum lot area, all other land uses:  2.5 acres or as specified by conditional use permit 

C. Minimum lot width:  100 feet   

D. Minimum front yard setback:   

County road, State Highway 100 feet   

 Township or other road  70 feet 

 Front property line  70 feet 

E. Minimum side yard setback:  20 feet, with the exception of buildings containing livestock, 
which shall have a minimum setback of 100 feet. 
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  Chapter 510  “UR” Urban Reserve District 

As amended through June 2015         10.2 

F. Minimum rear yard setback: 

1. Principal buildings:   70 feet 

2. Accessory buildings:   20 feet 

3. Livestock buildings:   100 feet 

G. Maximum height:  35 feet.   

 
510.04  Density Transfers 
Density units may be transferred out of the Urban Reserve District as specified in Chapter 520, Transfer 
of Development Rights Regulations.  Development rights may not be transferred to other sites within the 
Urban Reserve District.   

 
510.05  Intergovernmental Powers Review 
Notice of all proposed plats, variances and conditional use permits shall be submitted to the adjacent 
incorporated municipality and the appropriate township for review and comment at least ten days prior to 
the scheduled appearance before the Planning Commission.  All reviews and comments by these affected 
parties shall be submitted in writing to the Planning Commission. 

510.06  Previous Agricultural zoned parcels 
Parcels which where in the A, Agricultural zoning district prior to adoption of this ordinance and are 
zoned UR, Urban Reserve under this ordinance having had additional building rights under the previous 
zoning shall be allowed to utilize those additional rights as a TDR, as specified in Chapter 520, if they do 
so within one year of the zoning of the parcel being changed from A, Agricultural to U, Urban Reserve. 
These additional rights may not be used on the property. Any building on the property shall only be as 
specified in 510.03(A).      
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Chapter 518  “URI” Urban Reserve Industrial District 

As amended through June 2015             18.1 

Chapter 518 “URI” Urban Reserve - Industrial District 
 
 
518.01  Purpose 
The purpose of the Urban Reserve Industrial District is to allow industrial uses that are not water 
intensive and are compatible  until  it is determined that it is economically and financially feasible to 
provide public utilities and services to the area with orderly transition from rural to urban uses through 
annexation and development. 

The Urban Reserve Industrial District implements the following Rice County Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan goals and objectives: 

A. Goal 11:  Create commercial/industrial zones to promote employment and generate tax base in 
Rice County.  

Objective 1: Establish proper zoning and subdivision regulations to regulate nonresidential 
development. 

Objective 3:  Create zoning districts to accommodate a wide variety of nonresidential 
development. 

 
518.02  Permitted, Conditional and Accessory Uses 
 

A. Permitted, conditional and accessory uses of land are as specified in Table 508-1.  All other uses 
shall be prohibited.   

B. Permitted and conditional uses may be combined on a single parcel, provided that each use meets 
the dimensional standards in §515.03 and any specific standards in Chapter 507.   

C. Additional requirements, including standards for signs, parking, water supply, waste disposal and 
sewage treatment, are set forth in Chapters 505 and 506 of this Ordinance, as well as other 
applicable provisions of this Ordinance and other County ordinances. 

 
518.03  Dimensional Standards 

A. Minimum lot area:  2.5 acres or as specified by conditional use permit. 

B. Minimum lot width: 100 feet   

C. Minimum front yard setback: 100 feet unplatted property, 50 feet  for platted lot 

D. Minimum side yard setback:  20 feet 

E. Minimum rear yard setback:  20 feet 

F. Maximum height:  45 feet, except for communication towers as allowed under this ordinance 
and other height exceptions in Chapter 505.. 

518.04 Development Standards 

A. Building orientation.  All commercial buildings shall have a principal entrance facing the 
internal abutting street.  Additional entrances may be located on the side or rear facades or street 
frontage. 

B. Building materials.  Building materials for all projects shall be durable, attractive, and 
designed for minimal exterior maintenance.  All building facades that face a public right-of-way 
and are less than 500 feet from public right-of-way or residential property shall be designed with 
similar or compatible materials and colors. 

1. Building materials may include any of the following:   

a. Modular masonry materials such as brick, block and stone  

b. Stucco or stucco like material 
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Chapter 518  “URI” Urban Reserve Industrial District 

As amended through June 2015             18.2 

c. Precast concrete units, provided that surfaces are molded, serrated or textured to give the 
wall surface a three-dimensional character or aggregate panels. 

d. Tinted or fully transparent glass, on up to 40 percent of any façade. 

e. Prefinished metal architectural panels provided that no more than 70% of the front 
elevation and no more than 80% of any additional street-facing elevation consists of such 
material.  Elevations with interstate exposure on a lot that abuts the interstate right-of-
way shall include non-metal accent materials covering at least 30% of said elevation, with 
at least 50% of such material placed above the mid-point of the building. 

2. The following building materials shall be limited or prohibited: 

a. Corrugated metal roofing or siding 

b. Exposed, untextured, uncolored unaugmented concrete 

C. Access and circulation.  Vehicular access, circulation, and parking shall be shared and 
integrated wherever feasible.  

D. Impervious Surface.  No more than seventy-five (75) percent of the lot provided approved 
stormwater controls are implemented and maintained. 
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As amended through October 2021 8.1  

Chapter 508   Zoning Districts, Zoning Map and Uses 
 
508.01 Division into Districts 
The unincorporated areas of Rice County are hereby divided into the following zoning districts: 

A Agricultural District 
UR Urban Reserve District 
RR Rural Residential District 
VMU Village Mixed-Use District 
HC Highway Commercial District 
LI Limited Industrial District 
RI Rural Industrial District 
URI Urban Reserve Industrial District 
GDS General Development Shoreland Districts 
RDS Recreational Development Shoreland Districts 
NES Natural Environment Shoreland Districts 
WS Wild and Scenic River District 

 
508.02 Consistency with Comprehensive Plan   
The zoning districts and uses in this Chapter and the delineation of zoning district boundaries on the 
zoning map are consistent with the goals, policies and objectives of the Rice County Comprehensive Plan.   

508.03 Zoning Map   
The location and boundaries of the districts established by this Ordinance are set forth on the Zoning 
Map, which is hereby incorporated as part of this Ordinance. 

A. Corrections and updates shall be recorded on such maps by the Planning Director within thirty 
(30) days after the official adoption of the zoning amendment by the Rice County Board. 

B. Deleted  

C. The Wild and Scenic River Districts are taken from the Cannon River Management Maps dated 
January 11, 1980 and produced as part of the Cannon River Management Study and final rule 
(Minn. Rules, Part 6105.1680) and these maps are hereby incorporated by reference. 

D. The official Zoning Map shall be signed by the Chair of the Board and a certified copy filed by the 
Auditor with the County Recorder. 

E. Any unauthorized change of a zoning boundary or designation by any person or persons shall be 
considered a violation of this Ordinance. 

508.04 District Boundaries   
Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of districts as shown on the Official Zoning Map, the 
following rules shall apply: 

A. Boundaries indicated as approximately following the centerlines of streets, rivers, highways or 
alleys, shall be construed to follow such center lines. 

B. Boundaries indicated as approximately following platted lot lines shall be construed as following 
such lot lines. 

C. Boundaries indicated as approximately following established municipal limits and County 
borders shall be construed as following such lines. 

D. Boundaries indicated as following railroad lines shall be construed to be midway between the 
main tracks. 

E. Boundaries indicated as approximately following sections, half sections, quarter sections, eighth 
sections and government lots shall be construed to follow such lines. 

F. Where physical features, are at variance with those shown on the Official Zoning Map, or in other 
circumstances not covered by Subdivisions A through E above, the Zoning Administrator shall 
interpret the district boundary. 
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Notes: 
P = Permitted use 
C = Conditional use 
X = Standards apply, see specific use in Chapter 507 Specific Development Standards 
Y = Standards apply; see Chapter 514 Highway Commercial District and Chapter 522 Planned Unit Development 
Standards 
* = Use only allowed for those sites where the use legally existed on the date of adoption of this Ordinance 
** = only with existing permitted commercial use 
***= only locations that have had an existing permitted commercial use 

 
As amended through October 2021 8.2 

508.05   Permitted and Conditional Uses   
The following table establishes the uses in the zoning districts within Rice County.  For the purposes of the 
table: 

A. Permitted uses.  Uses specified with a “P” are permitted as of right in the district or districts 
where designated, provided that the use complies with all other applicable provisions of this 
Ordinance. 

B. Conditional uses.  Uses specified with a “C” are allowed as a conditional use in the district or 
districts where designated. 

C. Prohibited uses.  Any use not listed as either “P” (permitted) or “C” (conditional) in a particular 
district shall be prohibited in that district.   

D. Specific development standards.  Any use where an “X” is indicated in the column headed by 
“Stds” must conform to specific development standards that are contained in Chapter 507.  
Specific development standards apply in addition to the general criteria for conditional uses in 
§503.05, and all other applicable regulations.  

Table 508-1  Permitted and Conditional Uses 

A.   Residential and Related Uses GDS RDS NES WS A UR RR VMU HC RI LI URI Stds 
 Single-family detached dwelling P P P P P P P P P* P* P*  X 
 Single-family attached dwelling P P P  P   P    P* X 
 Shoreland Residential Cooperative P* P* P*           
 Multifamily dwelling P P P  P   C     X 
 Mixed-use building (commercial, 

residential, office) 
       C  

 
 

 
X 

 Facility for supervised residential 
program (up to 6 residents; 6 or 
more is a conditional use) 

P P P P P P P P  
 

P*  
 

X 

B. Agricultural and Related Uses GDS RDS NES WS A UR RR VMU HC RI LI URI Stds 
 Farm buildings P P P P P P   P* P P* P*  
 Agricultural Tourism Business, 

Conditional 
C C C  C C    

C 
 

 
X 

 Agricultural Tourism Business, 
Permitted 

    P P    
P 

 
 

X 

 Agricultural Use –excluding 
feedlots 

P P P P P P P P P 
P 

P 
P 

 
X 

 Agriculturally-oriented business                                        C         C                   C        C        C       C          X 
 Feedlot, animal manure 

composing site, aquaculture 
  

If compliant with the Rice County Feedlot Ordinance 

 Food Sales/Service located on a 
CSA Farm 

    C C    
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Notes: 
P = Permitted use 
C = Conditional use 
X = Standards apply, see specific use in Chapter 507 Specific Development Standards 
Y = Standards apply; see Chapter 514 Highway Commercial District and Chapter 522 Planned Unit Development 
Standards 
* = Use only allowed for those sites where the use legally existed on the date of adoption of this Ordinance 
** = only with existing permitted commercial use 
***= only locations that have had an existing permitted commercial use 

 
As amended through October 2021 8.3 

C.   Commercial Recreation GDS RDS NES WS A UR RR VMU HC RI LI URI Stds 
 Campground, private C C   C C       X 
 Flying field for radio-controlled 

aircraft 
    C     

 
 

 
X 

 Go-cart track, miniature golf      C  C     X 
 Golf course, country club, driving 

range 
    C C    

 
 

 
X 

 Archery range, outdoor     C C    C    
X  Gun range, outdoor      C        

 Gun or archery range, indoor     C     C C  X 
 Hunting club, private     C        X 
 Organized motor sports: ATVs, 

trucks, tractors or motorcycle 
tracks or trails (not including auto 
or other vehicle racing, tracks or 
events) 

    C C    

 

 

 

X 

 Paint ball course     C C       X 
 Riding and boarding stable     C C    C   X 
 Ski slope, snowboarding, tubing or 

sledding hills; private 
    C C    

 
 

 
X 

 Soccer Club Area, Private     C        X 
 Water-oriented commercial 

recreation 
C C        

 
 

 
X 

D.   Civic, Educational, & 
Institutional GDS RDS NES WS A UR RR VMU HC 

 
RI LI 

 
URI Stds 

 Day care center         P C    X 
 Religious institution     C C C C     X 
 Campground, public C C   C C       X 
 Cemetery     C C C C      
 School, public or private       C  C     X 
 Public Recreational Areas  P P P P P P P P P P P P  
E.   Commercial & Industrial GDS RDS NES WS A UR RR VMU HC RI LI URI Stds 
 Adult entertainment           P  X 
 Agricultural based therapeutic 

service uses 
    C     

 
 

 
X 

 Art, photography, crafts galleries, 
studios 

       P  
 

 
 

 

 Auto & recreational equipment & 
vehicles; sales & repair  

       C  
C 

C 
 

X 

 Auto service station         C C C C  X 
 Auto parts sales, indoor only        C  C C   
 Auto repair, auto body repair       C*  C  C C  X 
 Bakery        P      
 Barber or beauty shop        P      
 Bed and breakfast facility C C C  C C  P     X 
 Cabinet, carpentry shops     C C C** C  C C C  
 Car wash, freestanding or 

accessory 
       C  

 
C 

 
X 

 Construction material sales 
primarily within a building 

       C C 
C 

C 
C 

 

 Contractor’s office     C C  P C C C C  
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Notes: 
P = Permitted use 
C = Conditional use 
X = Standards apply, see specific use in Chapter 507 Specific Development Standards 
Y = Standards apply; see Chapter 514 Highway Commercial District and Chapter 522 Planned Unit Development 
Standards 
* = Use only allowed for those sites where the use legally existed on the date of adoption of this Ordinance 
** = only with existing permitted commercial use 
***= only locations that have had an existing permitted commercial use 

 
As amended through October 2021 8.4 

 

E.   Commercial & Industrial, 
cont. 

GDS RDS NES WS A UR RR VMU HC RI LI URI Stds 

 Contractor’s yard with outdoor 
storage 

    C C  C  C C C X 

 Convenience fuel and goods      C**  C C  C  X 

 Corporate office headquarters         P   P  
 Demolition Landfill      C C        
 Extraction or excavation of 

materials & minerals 
C C C C C C   C    X 

 Flea market or auction site, 
permanent  

    C C  C     X 

 Indoor school bus storage     C     C    
 Kennel, commercial  C   C C       X 
 Laundries, laundromat, dry cleaning        C   C   
 Limited Industrial, permitted          P  P X 
 Limited Industrial, conditional          C  C X 
 Limited manufacturing, including 

light assembly and packing 
       C C C C  X 

 Liquefied Petroleum (Propane) 
Gas Distribution Services  

    C         

 Lumber yards         C P   P  
 Medical, dental or other health 

care offices, clinics 
       P C     

 Motels, hotels         C C    X 
 Offices, professional         P P P P   
 Printing & publishing        C C P P  X 
 Railroad switching yards and 

repair spurs 
    P P    

 
P 

P 
 

P 
 

 Recycling or composting facilities, 
landfills, soil reclamation, County, 
municipal or institutional  

   C* C C     C  X 

 Restaurants, cafes      C**  P C  C  X 
 Retail sales, general        P C  C  X 
 Salvage yard     C*        X 
 Septage Storage up to 50,000 gallons     C        X 
 Small appliance repair     C C  P   C   
 Temporary asphalt plant or 

highway construction yard and 
equipment placement  

    C C C C C 
 

C 
C  X 

 Temporary demolition landfill      C         
 Truck (1-ton and heavier) and 

Heavy Equipment Sales and 
Repair 

     C***        

 Truck Repair         C     
 Truck stop          C*    X 
 Truck terminal & cartage facility         C C C C  
 Upholstering, furniture repair or 

restoration 
    C C  P      

 Veterinary clinic     C C  C  C C  X 
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Notes: 
P = Permitted use 
C = Conditional use 
X = Standards apply, see specific use in Chapter 507 Specific Development Standards 
Y = Standards apply; see Chapter 514 Highway Commercial District and Chapter 522 Planned Unit Development 
Standards 
* = Use only allowed for those sites where the use legally existed on the date of adoption of this Ordinance 
** = only with existing permitted commercial use 
***= only locations that have had an existing permitted commercial use 

 
As amended through October 2021 8.5 

 Warehousing & Distribution, 
permitted 

        P P P P X 

 Warehousing, conditional         C C C C X 
               
F.   Public Service & Utility Uses GDS RDS NES WS A UR RR VMU HC RI LI URI Stds 
 Essential public services without 

towers and transmission lines P P P C P P P P P P P 
 

P 
 

 

 Essential public service towers and 
transmission lines 

C C C C C C C C C C C C X 

 Government buildings C C C  P P P P P P P P  
 Communications tower 

 
    C C   C C C C X 

 Solar Energy Production     C C    C    

 Wind energy generation facilities 
and towers, rated for over 40 KW 

    C C   C C C  X 

 Wind energy generation facilities 
and towers, rated for 40 KW or 
less  

C C C  P P C C P P P  X 

 Temporary Meteorological test 
towers and equipment.    

P P P  P P P P P P P  X 

G.   Uses Accessory & Temporary 
to Permitted Uses 

GDS RDS NES WS A UR RR VMU HC RI LI URI Stds 

 Domestic pets up to 6 animals  P P P P P P P P  P    

 Home day care for up to 14 
persons  

P P P P P P P P C P   X 

 Home occupation, permitted P P P P P P P P  P   X 
 Home occupation, conditional C C C  C C C C  C   X 
 Outdoor storage      C   C  P P P/C X 
 Room & board facility, max. 2 

persons  
    C C C C     X 

 Other temporary uses – yard sales, 
sale of one personal vehicle 

P P P P P P P P P P P P  

 Grant in-aid parking area and/or 
trailhead 

C C C C C C C C C C C     C  

H Structures Accessory to 
Permitted Uses 

GDS RDS NES WS A UR RR VMU HC RI LI URI Stds 

 Antennas, including satellite 
dishes 

P P P P P P P P P P P P X 

 Detached garages, storage sheds, 
outbuildings 

P P P P P P P P P P P 
 

P 
X 

 Farm drainage systems, flood 
control and watershed structures, 
erosion control structures 

P P P P P P P P P P P P  

 Fuel storage, containerized or bulk 
for use on site and under 1000 gal. 

P P P P P P P P P P P P  

 Outdoor recreation accessory to 
lodging (including water park, 
golf) 

       C C     

 Private airstrip     C  C       
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Notes: 
P = Permitted use 
C = Conditional use 
X = Standards apply, see specific use in Chapter 507 Specific Development Standards 
Y = Standards apply; see Chapter 514 Highway Commercial District and Chapter 522 Planned Unit Development 
Standards 
* = Use only allowed for those sites where the use legally existed on the date of adoption of this Ordinance 
** = only with existing permitted commercial use 
***= only locations that have had an existing permitted commercial use 

 
As amended through October 2021 8.6 

 Private swimming pool, tennis 
court, recreational facilities 
accessory to a dwelling 

P P P P P P P P  P    

 Signs meeting standards in 
Chapter 505. 

P P P P P P P P P P P P  

 

H Structures Accessory to 
Permitted Uses cont. GDS RDS NES WS A UR RR VMU HC 

 
RI LI 

 
URI Stds 

               
 Seasonal roadside stands for sales 

of farm products primarily 
produced upon the premises 

    P C    
 

P 
  X 

 Solar equipment P P P P P P P P P P P P  
 Temporary farm dwelling (mobile 

home) 
    C C    C   X 

 Water-oriented accessory 
structure 
 

P P           X 

 Other structures typically 
incidental and clearly subordinate 
to permitted use 

P P P P P P P P P P P P X 

I Mixed Uses GDS RDS NES WS A UR RR VMU HC RI LI URI Stds 
               
 Mixed Use Planned Unit 

Development(PUD) Overlay 
        C    Y 

 
. 
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Date Created: May 25, 2022

Morristown Future Urban Reserve

. GIS by Rice County
Map features are representations of original data

sources and do not replace or modify land surveys, 
deeds, or other legal instruments defining land
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Date Created: May 25, 2022

Dennison Future Urban Reserve

. GIS by Rice County
Map features are representations of original data

sources and do not replace or modify land surveys, 
deeds, or other legal instruments defining land

ownership or use.
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Date Created: May 26, 2022

Faribault Future Urban Reserve
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Chapter 510  “UR” Urban Reserve District

As amended through June 2015Proposed Change May 2022       10.1

Chapter 510  “UR” Urban Reserve District

510.01 Purposes

The purpose of the Urban Reserve District is to implement urban growth zones where municipal 
infrastructure is likely to expand by reserving large tracts for future development.  This district, based on 
the urban growth areas identified by the municipalities, supports and encourages orderly growth and 
development as guided by the Rice County Comprehensive Plan. 
The purpose of the Urban Reserve District is to implement the following Rice County Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan goals and additional objectives:

A. Goal 56:  The County will provide a zoning district extending one mile from the municipal 
boundaries that will restrict development until incorporated into the municipal corporate limits.

B. Goal 37:  Promote housing development in cities and unincorporated villages who can provide 
municipal or municipal-type water and sewer services rather than in the agricultural districts.

C. Defer urban development in areas adjacent to municipal boundaries, until it is determined that it 
is economically and financially feasible to provide public utilities and services to the area.

D. Achieve an orderly transition from rural to urban uses through annexation, rezoning and 
development.

E. Restrict land uses that have the potential to interfere with orderly urban expansion and 
subdivision at urban densities.

F. Provide for annual review of the status of the urban reserve.  

510.02 Permitted, Conditional and Accessory Uses, Urban Reserve District

A. Permitted, conditional and accessory uses of land are as specified in Table 508-1.  All other uses 
shall be prohibited.  

B. Permitted and conditional uses may be combined on a single parcel, provided that each use meets 
the dimensional standards of this Chapter and any specific standards in Chapter 507.  

C. Additional requirements, including standards for signs, parking, water supply, waste disposal and 
sewage treatment, are set forth in Chapters 505 and 506 of this Ordinance, as well as other 
applicable provisions of this Ordinance and other County ordinances.

510.03 Dimensional Standards

A. Minimum lot area, residential lot:  35 acres 

1. A parcel with a dwelling existing as of the date of adoption of this Ordinance may be reduced 
in size to a lot of no less than 1.0 acres, provided that a conservation easement is recorded on 
the residual parcel prohibiting further development or subdivision.  The terms of the 
conservation easement shall be those stated in §520.10 D., except that the easement may be 
terminated by Rice County at such time as the property is annexed by the adjacent 
municipality.

B. Minimum lot area, all other land uses:  2.5 acres or as specified by conditional use permit

C. Minimum lot width:  100 feet  

D. Minimum front yard setback:  

County road, State Highway 100 feet  

Township or other road 70 feet

Front property line 70 feet
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Chapter 510  “UR” Urban Reserve District

As amended through June 2015Proposed Change May 2022       10.2

E. Minimum side yard setback:  20 feet, with the exception of buildings containing livestock, 
which shall have a minimum setback of 100 feet.

F. Minimum rear yard setback:

1. Principal buildings:  70 feet

2. Accessory buildings:  20 feet

3. Livestock buildings:  100 feet

G. Maximum height:  35 feet.  

510.04 Density Transfers
Density units may be transferred out of the Urban Reserve District as specified in Chapter 520, Transfer 
of Development Rights Regulations.  Development rights may not be transferred to other sites within the 
Urban Reserve District.  

510.05 Intergovernmental Powers Review
Notice of all proposed plats, variances and conditional use permits shall be submitted to the adjacent 
incorporated municipality and the appropriate township for review and comment at least ten days prior to 
the scheduled appearance before the Planning Commission.  All reviews and comments by these affected 
parties shall be submitted in writing to the Planning Commission.

510.06 Previous Agricultural zoned parcels
Parcels which where in the A, Agricultural zoning district prior to adoption of this ordinance and are 
zoned UR, Urban Reserve under this ordinance having had additional building rights under the previous 
zoning shall be allowed to utilize those additional rights as a TDR, as specified in Chapter 520, if they do 
so within one year of the zoning of the parcel being changed from A, Agricultural to U, Urban Reserve. 
These additional rights may not be used on the property. Any building on the property shall only be as 
specified in 510.03(A).     
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Chapter 518  “URI” Urban Reserve Industrial District

As amended through June 2015Proposed Changes May 2022       18.1

Chapter 518 “URI” Urban Reserve - Industrial District

518.01 Purpose
The purpose of the Urban Reserve Industrial District is to allow industrial uses, that are not water 
intensive and are compatible in urban growth zones, until it is determined that it is economically and 
financially feasible to provide public utilities and services to the area.  This district, based on the urban 
growth areas identified by the municipalities, provides for orderly transition from rural to urban uses 
through annexation and development as guided by the Rice County Comprehensive Plan.The purpose of 
the Urban Reserve Industrial District is to allow industrial uses that are not water intensive and are 
compatible  until  it is determined that it is economically and financially feasible to provide public utilities 
and services to the area with orderly transition from rural to urban uses through annexation and 
development.

The Urban Reserve Industrial District implements the following Rice County Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan goals and objectives:

A. Goal 11:  Create commercial/industrial zones to promote employment and generate tax base in 
Rice County. 

Objective 1: Establish proper zoning and subdivision regulations to regulate nonresidential 
development.

Objective 3:  Create zoning districts to accommodate a wide variety of nonresidential 
development.

518.02 Permitted, Conditional and Accessory Uses

A. Permitted, conditional and accessory uses of land are as specified in Table 508-1.  All other uses 
shall be prohibited.  

B. Permitted and conditional uses may be combined on a single parcel, provided that each use meets 
the dimensional standards in §515.03 and any specific standards in Chapter 507.  

C. Additional requirements, including standards for signs, parking, water supply, waste disposal and 
sewage treatment, are set forth in Chapters 505 and 506 of this Ordinance, as well as other 
applicable provisions of this Ordinance and other County ordinances.

518.03 Dimensional Standards

A. Minimum lot area:  2.5 acres or as specified by conditional use permit.

B. Minimum lot width: 100 feet  

C. Minimum front yard setback: 100 feet unplatted property, 50 feet  for platted lot

D. Minimum side yard setback:  20 feet

E. Minimum rear yard setback:  20 feet

F. Maximum height:  45 feet, except for communication towers as allowed under this ordinance 
and other height exceptions in Chapter 505.

518.04 Development Standards

A. Building orientation.  All commercial buildings shall have a principal entrance facing the 
internal abutting street.  Additional entrances may be located on the side or rear facades or street 
frontage.

B. Building materials.  Building materials for all projects shall be durable, attractive, and 
designed for minimal exterior maintenance.  All building facades that face a public right-of-way 
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Chapter 518  “URI” Urban Reserve Industrial District

As amended through June 2015Proposed Changes May 2022       18.2

and are less than 500 feet from public right-of-way or residential property shall be designed with 
similar or compatible materials and colors.

1. Building materials may include any of the following:  

a. Modular masonry materials such as brick, block and stone 

b. Stucco or stucco like material

c. Precast concrete units, provided that surfaces are molded, serrated or textured to give the 
wall surface a three-dimensional character or aggregate panels.

d. Tinted or fully transparent glass, on up to 40 percent of any façade.

e. Prefinished metal architectural panels provided that no more than 70% of the front 
elevation and no more than 80% of any additional street-facing elevation consists of such 
material.  Elevations with interstate exposure on a lot that abuts the interstate right-of-
way shall include non-metal accent materials covering at least 30% of said elevation, with 
at least 50% of such material placed above the mid-point of the building.

2. The following building materials shall be limited or prohibited:

a. Corrugated metal roofing or siding

b. Exposed, untextured, uncolored unaugmented concrete

C. Access and circulation.  Vehicular access, circulation, and parking shall be shared and 
integrated wherever feasible. 

D. Impervious Surface.  No more than seventy-five (75) percent of the lot provided approved 
stormwater controls are implemented and maintained.

Page 26 of 30



RICE COUNTY, MINNESOTA

Special Joint Work Session

AGENDA DATE: May 26, 2022
 
STATE ITEM OF BUSINESS:
 Written Input Received Since Last Worksession
 
BACKGROUND:
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From: Julie Runkel
To: RC Zoning Ord Input
Subject: FW: ADU ordinance
Date: Tuesday, May 17, 2022 4:29:50 PM

 
From: Jamie Stolpestad <jamie@yardhomesmn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 17, 2022 8:58:25 AM
To: Sara Folsted
Cc: Nichol Dehmer
Subject: ADU ordinance
 

[This message was received from an external source. Do not click links or open attachments
unless verified. Please report all suspicious emails to Rice County IT using the Phishing Alert
button.]
Sara,
 
I hope this note finds you well. I am reaching out to see how we might begin a discussion
about allowing Accessory Dwelling Units in Rice County. Northfield and Faribault have
ordinances that allow them within those city boundaries, but the county does not allow them. 
 
Our company provides prefab compact dwellings that are mostly used as ADUs or in cluster
developments. We have received an increasing number of inquiries from prospective
customers for ADUs in Rice County. We are in the uncomfortable position of saying they
aren’t allowed, but then are told they are in Faribault and Northfield, then have to explain.
 
I don’t know if you are aware of the term Dawdy Haus, but it means Grandpa’s House, and its
a typical housing form in Amish farming country and is a separate dwelling that is attached to
a main house by a breezeway. This is used in multi-generational households and helps
younger family members take care of older ones. Much the same need increasingly exists in
Rice County. 
 
AARP is a strong supporter of ADUs and see them as an attractive living environment for
seniors, and helps bring a better scale and ADA accessible housing on land a senior often
already owns. Creating an ADU allows them to stay in their communities, connected to family
and friends, and to maintain their community connections. 
 
There are now 33 cities and counties across Minnesota that allow ADUs, including a number
of mostly farming-based counties. 
 
I would encourage you to consider amending your zoning ordinance to allow this important
housing choice. If we can be of any help doing so, please let us know.

Jamie

Jamie Stolpestad
Partner, YardHomes
475 Old Highway 8 NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 
Jamie@YardHomesMN.com
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https://link.edgepilot.com/s/d3e08d13/EnhWUkeZAkmLWDNeK0NuXw?
u=http://www.yardhomesmn.com/
Cell: 203-585-7248
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From: Julie Runkel
To: RC Zoning Ord Input
Subject: FW: Rice County SPECIAL JOINT WORK SESSION 5/26/22
Date: Thursday, May 19, 2022 8:46:24 AM

 
From: Danielle Holst <dholst.re@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 10:21 PM
To: RCPlanningZoning <RCPlanningZoning@co.rice.mn.us>
Subject: RE: Rice County SPECIAL JOINT WORK SESSION 5/26/22
 

[This message was received from an external source. Do not click links or open attachments
unless verified. Please report all suspicious emails to Rice County IT using the Phishing Alert
button.]
Hi Trent and Planning and Zoning Dept- Can you please see that this makes its way
to the meeting on the 26th? Thank you so very much, it is greatly appreciated.
 
Dear Rice County Board of Commissioners and members of the Rice County
Planning Commission-
 

As a Realtor in the area, I am writing today to support the new ordinance on the table
regarding accessory dwellings for multi-generational homes and the need for this in
Rice County.
 
We have so many wonderful rural communities within Rice County that have ample
acres to accommodate a multi-generational build. It would be such a great addition to
the ordinance and I sincerely appreciate my input/opinion. Thank you.
--
Danielle Holst
Licensed Real Estate Professional
Keller Williams Premier 
Text 612-751-9670
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