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This communication provides information on the recently-adopted City of Portland sta�
policy regarding our engagement with unauthorized campsites on public property. This policy
was developed to improve access to services for individuals experiencing homelessness, ensure
they are treated with dignity throughout the enforcement process, and allow for flexibility in
response to capacity at area emergency shelters.

Unauthorized campsites are not permitted on public property, under state and local law.
However, over the past couple of years we have seen an increase in the number of campsites in
Portland, most likely due to an increase in the number of houseless individuals.

Unauthorized campsites on public property may have significant public health and safety
consequences, and so enforcement of various ordinances is a necessary preventative tool. This
policy seeks to ensure that enforcement is equitable, and that enforcement and the delivery of
social services go hand-in-hand.

This policy was informed by best practices outlined by  the U.S. Interagency Council on
Homelessness, guidance from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development,
National League of Cities, applicable state and federal law, as well as policies established by
municipalities across the country. Policy details of note include:

● Sta� will not require the removal of campsites when area emergency shelters are at
capacity, unless the campsite is determined to be an obstruction or hazard;

● Most campsites will be noticed at least 24 hours in advance of their removal;
● Sta� will work closely with community partners to o�er resources and services

alongside enforcement activity, whenever practicable; and
● All personal belongings removed from campsites will be inventoried and securely

stored for their owners to collect.

We are thankful for the consideration and feedback of many community partners as we
developed this administrative policy, including Amistad, Milestone, Preble Street, The
Opportunity Alliance, and Spurwink. We are additionally grateful to Amistad and Executive
Director Brian Townsend for their partnership in overseeing the storage of personal
belongings collected during the removal of unauthorized campsites, and facilitating their
return to the belongings’ owners.
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