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Re: Electrify Everything Initiative for LMI Portland Residents

With the price of oil, natural gas, and gasoline rising, low- and moderate-income (LMI)
Portland residents are finding it increasingly di�cult to heat their homes and fuel their
vehicles. Helping them reduce energy costs by weatherizing their homes and helping them
transition away from fossil fuels to electric heating appliances, electric vehicles, or electric
bicycles will reduce their energy costs while helping the City meet its climate goals.

While incentives from E�ciency Maine can reduce the cost of these  changes, in many cases
these incentives are not generous enough to allow LMI households to a�ord to move forward.
Our proposed iteration of Electrify Everything! would support low- and moderate-income
Portland residents (up to 80% of median area income) by using American Recovery Act funds
to narrow the funding gap between E�ciency Maine incentives and the cost of adopting
electric appliances and vehicles.

The program would match incentives provided by E�ciency Maine for weatherization, air
source heat pumps, heat pump water heaters, and new or used electric vehicles. It would
provide a direct local incentive to LMI residents who wish to purchase an electric assist bicycle
which, studies show, are allowing people to reduce transportation costs and expenses related
to fueling and maintaining an automobile. Incentivizing bicycling reduces GHG emissions and
helps achieve our goal to reduce total vehicle miles traveled. The benefits and precedents of
such a program are shared below:

Wall Street Journal:
https://www.wsj.com/story/the-hottest-new-car-on-the-market-is-an-e-bike-2c495e19

See Bloomberg:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-03-15/the-electric-vehicles-we-need-now
-are-e-bikes

See City of Denver e-bike incentive program:
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-O�ces/Agencies-Departme
nts-O�ces-Directory/Climate-Action-Sustainability-Resiliency/Sustainable-Transportation
/Electric-Bikes-E-Bikes-Rebates
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