
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OXNARD

RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OXNARD 
DENOUNCING GUN VIOLENCE AND SUPPORTING 

GUN VIOLENCE REDUCTION EFFORTS

WHEREAS, government at all levels has a substantial interest in protecting the people 
from those who acquire guns lawfully or illegally and then use them to commit crimes resulting 
in injury or death of their victims, or who use them in the commission of other crimes such as 
robbery, sexual assault or homicide, particularly the many mass shootings such as those that have 
occurred this year and in recent years in Highland Park, IL; Tulsa, OK; Uvalde, TX; Buffalo, 
NY; San Jose, CA; Indianapolis, IN; Boulder, CO; El Paso, TX; Virginia, VA; Thousand Oaks, 
CA; and
 

WHEREAS, in 2021, gun violence in the United States resulted in over 20,000 deaths 
and over 71,000 non-fatal injuries; and since January 2021, gun violence in the City of Oxnard 
has resulted in eight (8) deaths and over 75 non-fatal injuries, and

WHEREAS, since January of 2021, the Oxnard Police Department has seized over 350 
firearms and has arrested over 300 people for illegally possessing a firearm; and 
 

WHEREAS, since January of 2019, the Oxnard City Attorney’s Office, in conjunction 
with the Oxnard Police Department, has filed twenty-four (24) Gun Violence Restraining Orders, 
also known as “GVROs”; which help protect the public from gun violence by restricting access  
to firearms by people suffering from mental health issues who pose a threat to themselves or 
others, and 
 

WHEREAS, we strive to use data to make informed decisions about public policy and 
must also look to the evidence about gun violence to make rational choices about the gun control 
policies needed to protect our children and the safety of our community; and
 

WHEREAS, elected officials must commit to closing gaps in the current patchwork of 
regulations, including those gaps that enable felons, people convicted of domestic violence, 
children, those found to be a danger to themselves or others, and other prohibited persons to 
access firearms, and those that allow the trafficking of illegal guns. 
 



NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Oxnard resolves:

1. The City of Oxnard denounces gun violence and encourages our State and Federal 
Representatives to review and adopt reasonable and effective laws that address the 
possession, manufacturing, and distribution of illegal firearms that are getting into 
the hands of persons prohibited from possessing firearms.

2. The City of Oxnard encourages our State and Federal Representatives to continue to 
fund resources to address mental health awareness, fund programs that seek to 
provide assistance to those that are suffering from a mental health crisis, and fund 
programs to help better train our public safety professionals in dealing with people in 
a mental health crisis.

3. The Oxnard City Council supports State and Federal laws relating to conducting 
background checks, maintaining “gun free” zones at our schools, and other laws that 
prohibit the possession of firearms by persons that are prohibited from carrying 
them.

4. The Oxnard City Council supports “Red Flag'' laws that allow family members, the 
police or certain other officials to seek a court order to temporarily take guns away 
from someone who may harm themselves or others.

5. The Oxnard City Council supports the recently passed Bipartisan Safer Communities 
Act which provides $750 million dollars in federal funding to support crisis 
intervention programs for state courts including “red-flag” law programs, enhances 
background checks for potential gun owners under the age of 21, enhances a federal 
ban on a domestic abuser’s ability to buy firearms, creates federal laws against straw 
purchasing and trafficking, invests in community based mental health services for 
children and families, and increases funding to schools for mental health programs 
and enhanced school safety. However, additional gun control legislation is still 
needed to ensure the public’s safety against gun violence.
   

6. The City of Oxnard shall transmit copies of this Resolution to the President and Vice 
President of the United States, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the 
President Pro Tempore of the United States Senate, the Attorney General of the 
United States, the Secretary of Health and Human Services, the Secretary of 
Education, the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security, the Majority 
Leader of the United States Senate, the Minority Leader of the United States Senate, 
the Majority Leader of the House of Representatives, the Minority Leader of the 
House of Representatives, to each Senator and Representative from California in the 
Congress of the United States, and the members of our State legislative delegation, 



and we demand those officials take immediate action to enact meaningful gun 
control legislation to help prevent even one more child from being harmed by 
gunfire.

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 19th day of July 2022, by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:   

John C. Zaragoza, Mayor
ATTEST:

Rose Chaparro, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Stephen M. Fischer, City Attorney


