Item # 12

AGENDA DATE: 4/6/2022

SUPPLEMENT # 8

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Christina Turner
Michelle Bigelow
Donald Larkin; Kim Mancera
FW: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: MH City Council Meeting April 6, 2022
Wednesday, April 6, 2022 5:43:49 AM

Please supplement.
From: Katherine Napoli <
>
Sent: Tuesday, April 5, 2022 10:41 PM
To: Rich Constantine <Rich.Constantine@morganhill.ca.gov>; Rene Spring
<Rene.Spring@morganhill.ca.gov>; Yvonne Martinez Beltran
<yvonne.martinezbeltran@morganhill.ca.gov>; Gino Borgioli <Gino.Borgioli@morganhill.ca.gov>;
John McKay <john.mckay@morganhill.ca.gov>; Christina Turner
<Christina.Turner@morganhill.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: MH City Council Meeting April 6, 2022
Some people who received this message don't often get email from
important

. Learn why this is

---------- Forwarded message --------From: Katherine Napoli <
>
Date: Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 10:32 PM
Subject: MH City Council Meeting April 6, 2022
To: Katherine Napoli <
>

April 5, 2022
Honorable Mayor and Council Members

City of Morgan Hill
17575 Peak Avenue

Morgan Hill, CA 95037
RE: Motion to reconsider adoption of Map 103
Dear Mayor Constantine and City Council Members:
It is with great concern that I write to you today. After a five-month long process, the council voted
to approve Map 103.
Now, four people are demanding that the vote for Map 103 be rejected—their attorney uses the
term “reconsider the vote” instead of what he and the four clients really mean, which is to “reject
Map 103” by falsely claiming it is illegal. The process which took five months, would then be trashed
and another process would need to be inexcusably rushed-- allowing only 11 days for a different
map to be discussed, chosen, and submitted or they threaten they will take legal action.

Proponents of Map 103 acted in good faith when they wrote letters and made public comments. All
concerned residents and property owners of Morgan Hill were able to read and/or listen to the
concerns/issues raised for each of the proposed maps. This is democracy at its best-open and
transparent discussion of the pros and cons of each map.
The demand letter from Mr. Skinnell fails to acknowledge or address the intent of the California
Voting Rights Act and the additional language in the statute which provides examples of compliance
exceptions-use of a bridge, tunnel, or ferry to meet contiguity-the word “road” could be substituted
for any one of the three words-a bridge, tunnel, or ferry to meet contiguity.
The total lack of participation by those same clients-at least in the public forum- during the last fivemonth long process speaks for itself. This lack of participation with letters and/or public comment is
especially worrisome because these clients had many opportunities to oppose or support all the
maps proposed and all have long been involved in politics.
There have obviously been lots of conversations behind closed doors with unknown parties putting
untoward pressure on the Mayor and Council.
The Asian Law Alliance (ALA), a highly respected non-profit and champion of voter’s rights, has
written letters of support to the Mayor and Council for Map 103. With a full-time staff of 14-15
experienced attorneys, ALA has been working successfully for the last 45 years to diligently protect
the rights of all people of color. In addition, the Mayor and Council have received letters from Mr.
Baller, another highly experienced and successful voting rights attorney, in of support of Map 103.
Their support of Map 103 carries enormous weight given their successful litigation experience in
courts of law in championing voter’s rights. Mr. Benavides, an experienced attorney has argued
successfully in front of the California Supreme Court and has submitted letters and documents to
support Map 103.
  
  
The vote to approve adoption of Map 103 was historic. The approval of Map 103 ensures that for
the next ten years, residents in the Map 103 area-people of color, single parents, working families,
persons of lower economic means, and communities of interest are preserved and protected. The
right to vote for a Councilmember that reflects and understands the unique needs, issues, and
concerns they experience on a day-to-day basis is a fundamental right recognized in our democracy.
It is not easy to stand strong when behind-the-scenes pressure is being directed towards you, Mayor
Constantine and Council members Beltran and Spring.
I humbly ask that you stand strong for the people that are relying on you to uphold the approval of
Map 103 and take no further action.
Regards,
Kathy Chavez Napoli
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