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City of Kalamazoo  
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SUBJECT: Approval of Final Design for Lincoln Statue in Bronson Park
  
RECOMMENDATION:
 
It is recommended that the City Commission grant approval of the final design for a statue in 
Bronson Park honoring Abraham Lincoln’s 1856 visit to Kalamazoo as proposed by the 
Kalamazoo Abraham Lincoln Institute.
 
BACKGROUND:
 
On August 27, 1856 Abraham Lincoln gave his only known speech in the state of Michigan in 
what is now Bronson Park. To commemorate the speech and to provide ongoing education a 
local organization was created called the Kalamazoo Abraham Lincoln Institute, a Michigan 
501(c)3 corporation.  The group is now seeking final approval from the City Commission for the 
design of the proposed statue to be located in Bronson Park.

In 2013 local representatives began working with community members and city staff on moving 
forward with a proposed statue in Bronson Park. The concept came before the city’s Parks and 
Recreation Board (PRAB) and City Commission and was granted the following approvals:

May 2013 PRAB approves resolution supporting placement of the statue in Bronson Park 

December 2013 City Commission tentatively approves placement of the statue in Bronson Park 

June 2016 City Commission approves the specific location of the statue in Bronson Park; 
approval by the City Commission required of the final design at a later date.

After the approvals from PRAB and the City Commission were granted in 2013 and 2016, the Institute began 
raising funds and held a national design competition for the statue.
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A thorough description of the Institute’s outreach efforts, educational plans (including a biennial Kalamazoo 
Abraham Lincoln Symposium), fundraising steps, FAQ, and description of the design competition are 
attached. The attached packet also has a map showing the location of the statue, which will be in the north-
central part of Bronson Park.

Funds for the design, construction and placement of the statue will come from the Institute’s private 
fundraising efforts. The Institute is also raising funds for the creation of an endowment which will be used for 
the future maintenance of the statue. The City has agreed to move an existing light pole and electrical box near 
the site. Upon completion of the installation, the Institute will gift the statue to the city of Kalamazoo.

The action requested of the City Commission is to grant approval of the final design as proposed by the 
Kalamazoo Abraham Lincoln Institute.
 
STRATEGIC VISION ALIGNMENT:
 
Strategic Goal Impact:

Inviting Public Places - Vibrant streets, exceptional parks, and welcoming activities.

 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT:
 
Appropriate Depth of Engagement
Inform (one-way conversation) – no feasible alternatives available due to legal/regulatory 
restrictions, standards and best practices, or resource limitations; the community will be made 
aware of the project.

The concept for a Lincoln statue in Bronson Park has previously been approved by PRAB and 
the City Commission on three occasions. The Institute leading the efforts has engaged with 
multiple community organizations, arts organizations (including the Kalamazoo County Public 
Arts Commission) and held an open design competition.
 
FISCAL IMPACT:
 
The City will not be responsible for any financial support to install or maintain the statue, and the 
Institute is creating an endowment for the ongoing maintenance of the statue. The City has 
agreed to move an existing light pole and electrical box near the site.


