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What’s in this 
Environmental Scan?
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▸ Demographic snapshot

▸ City operational profile

▸ What do our residents think?

▸ Financial outlook



About our City

The City of El Cerrito is a safe, connected, and 

environmentally-focused Bay Area destination with 

vibrant neighborhoods, businesses and public 

places, and diverse cultural, educational and 

recreational opportunities for people of all ages. 

4



El Cerrito’s population is growing…
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…El Cerrito’s population is older, 
but getting younger…
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…and diverse…

33%
Population Born Outside the United States

37%
Speak language other than English at home

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, ACS
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0.7%
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White alone
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Hispanic or Latino (of any race)

Two or more races

Black or African American alone

Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander alone

Some other race alone

American Indian & Alaska Native alone

Percent of Population by Race including Hispanic/Latino



…Housing costs are high, and nearly a majority of 
renters are “Cost Burdened”…
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…Average income is relatively high, but 
varies across the community… 
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…Homeownership rates also vary by neighborhood…

10Source: EcoDataLab Analysis (Map)

Homeownership in El Cerrito



…the City has been actively working 
to address housing affordability…
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…with more development anticipated…
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Under 

Construction

68 residential units +

1,195 ft2 new commercial

Entitled 983 residential units +

124 hotel rooms +

18,469 ft2 new commercial

Pre-Application 335 residential units +

5,844 ft2 new commercial

84 hotel rooms

Source: City of El Cerrito

Regional Housing Needs Allocation 2023-2031, El Cerrito

Total Very-low Low Moderate Above Moderate

1,391 334 192 241 624



…Property Tax Assessed Value has Grown Rapidly 
in the Specific Plan Area…
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…Retail Vacancies are Down, Sales Tax is Up…
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7.2%
Sales Tax Increase from Q1 2022 to Q1 2023

Source: Costar; HDL Companies, 2023

3.6%
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El Cerrito Retail Vacancy Rate

Top Sales Tax Producers:

Atlas Liquors
Barnes & Noble
CVS Pharmacy

El Cerrito Chevron
Exxon Best Gas & Car Wash

Harbor Freight Tools
Honda of El Cerrito
Ifshin Violins

Jack in the Box
Jo Ann Fabrics & Crafts

Los Moles
Lucky Supermarket
Marshalls

McDonald’s

Nug
O’Reilly Auto Parts
Pastime Hardware

Petco
Petvet Petfood

Ross
Safeway
T Mobile

Trader Joes
Verizon Wireless

Walgreens



…El Cerrito Top Employers…
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Management, Business, Science 

and Art (60%)

Natural Resources, 

Construction, 

Maintenance 

Occupations (4%)

Production, 

Transportation, 

Material Moving 

(4%)

Source: Dun & Bradstreet, July 2020

The Home Depot

West Contra Costa Unified 

School District

Honda of El Cerrito

Prospect Sierra School

Fatapples

Ross Dress for Less

Nation’s

Turnabout Shop

Berkeley Country Club

Shields Nursing Centers, Inc.

Trader Joe’s

The City of El Cerrito

West Coast Children's 

Center

United States Postal 

Service

Romano’s Macaroni Grill
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…The City’s geography comes with advantages 
(access to jobs/transit/views) as well as challenges…

Source: Walk Score

A large share of El Cerrito is “Very Walkable” and “Very 
Bikeable”, while hillside neighborhoods are “Car-dependent” 

21%
El Cerrito Workers Take Transit to Work

21%
El Cerrito Workers that Work From Home

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2021



…City of El Cerrito Employees are diverse…
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…Authorized Positions have fluctuated, 
down from a recent high of 180…
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…the City has been challenged by turnover 
and vacancies…
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…ECPD gets good ratings…
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On the 2023 National Community 

Survey, about:

8 in 10
residents gave excellent or 

good ratings to the El Cerrito 

Police Department for: 

• Treating all residents fairly

• Enforcing the law

• Using appropriate force
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…Crime rates are relatively high in El Cerrito…
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Contra 

Costa Cities

Property 

Crime Rate 

Rank

Violent 

Crime Rate

Rank
Pleasant Hill 1 9

El Cerrito 2 6

Walnut Creek 3 12

Pinole 4 7

Concord 5 3

Richmond 6 1

San Pablo 7 2

Pittsburg 8 5

Antioch 9 4

Brentwood 10 8

Martinez 11 10

Lafayette 12 16

Oakley 13 11

San Ramon 14 17

Moraga 15 13

Clayton 16 15

Hercules 17 14

Danville 18 19

Orinda 19 18

Source: FBI Crime Data Explorer; City of El Cerrito; Open Justice, 

California Department of Justice
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…The number of Fire Department Calls 
has been rising… 
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Good 
Intents, 
23%

Public 
Assist., 
24%

EMS, 
31%

False 
Calls, 
5%

Fire, 8%

HazMat, 
3%

Other, 
6%

Source: City of El Cerrito; CA Dept. of Finance Population Estimates

7:27
Average Response Time, 2022

2,973

3,585

4,189
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2012 2017 2022

Fire Dept. Incidents by Type, 2012-2022

Good Intents Public Assist. EMS False Calls Fire HazMat Other

0.12 
0.15 0.16 

 -

 0.10

 0.20

2012 2017 2022

Incidents Per Capita

Helpful Definitions:
“Good Intent” - when 
someone thinks there may 
be a problem and wants Fire 
to investigate. 

“Public Assist” – includes 
calls to help the public, such 
as helping an elderly person



…El Cerrito’s Recreation Dept. has strong Enrollment 
and Cost-Recovery…
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81%

62%

56% 56%
52%

40%

31%

2.4%
5.6%

1.9%
6.8% 6.6% 4.9% 4.8%
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FY2023-24 Recreation Department Cost Recovery and Net 

Expense as a Percent of General Fund

 Cost Recovery % % of General Fund

Source: City of El Cerrito

80,169

Recreation Enrollments, 2022

1,498 

Recreation Activity Sections, 2022



…The City remains an Environmental Leader… 
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From 2005 to 2021, Municipal Emissions decreased 30% 
(DRAFT 2023 Climate Action & Adaptation Plan)

Climate Action Plan

Recycling & Environmental Resource Center

Expanded Foodware Ordinance

Public Tree & Shrub Ordinance

San Pablo Avenue Specific Plan

Green Infrastructure Plan

SB 1383

Bike & Pedestrian Improvements

Hillside Natural Area

100% Renewable Energy

Clean Water Program

Madera Property

Solar Panels

Gold Beacon Award (2019)Tree City USA & Growth 

Award (2022)
2.9 Million

Pounds of Recyclable Materials Collected at the 

El Cerrito Recycling Center in 2021



…With more investment needed… 
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11%
Communitywide emissions 

decrease from 2005 to 2021 
(Emissions decreased 
23% on a per-capita basis)

2.5K
Vacant Tree 

Planting Sites

25
Trees Planted 

in 2022

3
City-owned EV 

Charging Stations

0.5
Blocks of Separated Bike-

way on San Pablo Ave

50%
Purchase of zero-emission 

medium- & heavy-duty 

vehicles required by 2024



City Streets
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68 Miles of Streets Maintained

70 2023 PCI (Pavement Condition Index)*

*70-79 is considered a “Good” score



…Infrastructure needs investment…
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$250 Million
Unfunded CIP including 

Public Safety Building, 

Park & Rec Facilities 

Master Plan, etc.

Pavement Management Program 2022-23. 
Calls for ongoing funding of $2 million per 
year to fund street maintenance projects to 
maintain City streets at PCI level of 70

1.72

33.0327.02

5.53 0.21

Centerline Miles of Streets by Condition

Excellent Very Good Good Poor Very Poor



City-Owned Facilities
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Recycling Center

Community Center Swim Center

Public Safety Building City Hall

10 Clubhouses



Parks & Open Space
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Hillside Natural Area

102 acres

Ohlone Greenway

2.5 miles

16 City Parks



…Residents’ view of El Cerrito is rising…
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85%

87%

89%

83%

84%

85%

86%

87%

88%

89%

90%

2016 2019 2022

% of Residents rating El Cerrito as an Excellent or Good place to Live

Source: City of El Cerrito, National Community Survey 2022



…Economy remains an “External Threat” for 
the community…

31

1. The City’s natural environment and 

parks and recreational 

opportunities are valued by 

residents, and both areas are a top 

priority.
2. Residents generally feel safe in El 

Cerrito but raise some concerns 

about property crime and crime 

prevention. 

3. Residents show concern about 
general affordability and their own 

economic outlook. 

4. Residents value the city's utility 

infrastructure. 

Source: City of El Cerrito, National Community Survey 2022



…75% of residents reported building a new 
library as a medium or high priority…
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How much of a priority, if at all, should the City place on the 

following facility initiatives?

Source: City of El Cerrito, National Community Survey 2022



…Parks, Public Safety, Open Space, and Library 
highest priorities for residents… 
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Tell us how much of a priority, if at all, the City should place on each of 

the following aspects of the community in the next two years.

Source: City of El Cerrito, National Community Survey 2022



…Reserves are higher than in over a decade…
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$16.6 Million General Fund Balance 

FY 2021-22 ACFR



35

$11,417,064 

$5,333,508 
$5,103,092 

$4,300,000 
$3,998,666 

$3,855,000 

$3,520,000 

$3,250,000 

$2,380,578 
$1,400,000 

$1,152,100 

$2,818,755 

General Fund Revenues by Source, FY24 Budgeted

Personnel, 
72.4%

Purchased 
Prof. & Tech. 

Services, 
10.9%

Purchased 
Property 

Services, 5.0%

Other 
Purchased 

Services, 6.5%

Supplies, 
1.8%

Property & 
Capital, 1.2%

Financing 
Costs, 1.2% Other 

Financing Uses, 

1.2%

General Fund Expenses by Type, FY24 Budgeted

$48.4 Million Adopted General Fund 
Expenditures for FY24

…Most expenses are personnel, property tax 
is largest general fund revenue source…

Source: City of El Cerrito



…Pension costs will rise through 2031…

36Source: NHA Advisors, June 2023; CalPERS Pension Outlook Tool



…And, finally, we are in uncertain 
economic times.
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Source: Federal Reserve Economic Data

Source: BLS, CPI-U, San Francisco-Oakland-Hayward, All Items

3.6%
El Cerrito Unemployment Rate, June 2023
Source: California Employment Development Department



Conclusions from the data

38
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Strengths Challenges

Threats Opportunities

• Diverse Population and City Workforce

• Relatively High Average Household Income

• Investment in San Pablo Ave. Specific Plan Area

• High Assessed Values, Low Retail Vacancy

• History of Environmental Leadership

• Much of El Cerrito is “Very Walkable”

• EC is seen as a Good or Excellent place to live

• Healthy Reserves

• Growing Population, Including Families

• Large Share of EC Workers Working From Home

• Capitalizing on Economic Development and 

Outside Investment

• Housing Affordability

• Climate Change

• Natural Disasters (e.g., wildfire, earthquake)

• High Interest Rates

• Inflation

• State Mandates

• Employee Turnover and Vacancies

• Crime Rates are Among the Highest in County

• Fire Calls are Increasing

• Costly Investments Needed in Streets, Facilities, 

and Other Infrastructure

• Pension Costs Will Grow Through 2031
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