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LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICE AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into on this 1st day of October 2022, by and between 
ERIC ADEN, AS SHERIFF OF OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA, hereinafter referred to as the 
SHERIFF, and the CITY OF DESTIN, FLORIDA, a municipality located in OKALOOSA 
COUNTY, Florida, hereinafter referred to as the CITY.

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the SHERIFF has heretofore maintained professional police protection for the 
benefit of the citizens of the CITY; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of the effort to minimize the cost of governmental services for the 
benefit of the citizens of the CITY; and 

WHEREAS, the CITY is desirous of maintaining competent professional law enforcement 
services in conjunction and harmony with its program of fiscal responsibility; and 

WHEREAS, the SHERIFF has agreed to render to the CITY professional law enforcement 
services and the CITY is desirous of contracting for such services, upon the terms and conditions 
hereinafter set forth; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the sums hereinafter set forth and for other good 
and valuable considerations, the receipt and legal sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, it is 
hereby agreed as follows: 

ARTICLE I
LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES

The SHERIFF shall provide to the CITY competent law enforcement protection within and 
throughout the corporate limits of the CITY (“Destin District”) under the authority given the 
SHERIFF by the laws of the State of Florida, through the following:

• Seventeen (17) patrol deputies
• Two (2) investigators
• One (1) deputy front desk position
• One (1) marine patrol deputy

The CITY agrees and understands all positions will be based out of the Destin substation located at 
107 Stahlman Avenue, Destin, Florida and will provide law enforcement services within the CITY’s 
corporate limits unless otherwise stated in this contract.
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ARTICLE II
CONSIDERATION

In consideration for the services and responsibilities to be performed for the term hereof, the CITY 
shall pay to the SHERIFF, a sum of TWO MILLION, FIVE HUNDRED EIGHTY-TWO 
THOUSAND, NINE HUNDRED TWENTY-ONE DOLLARS ($2,582,921.00), to be paid in twelve 
(12) monthly installments of TWO HUNDRED FIFTEEN THOUSAND, TWO HUNDRED 
FORTY-THREE DOLLARS AND FORTY-TWO CENTS ($215,243.42).  Included in the contract 
amount are operational expenses, auto expenses, uniforms, payroll, auto replacement, and 
administrative charge assignment.  

These monthly installments, made payable to the SHERIFF by the CITY, shall be turned over by the 
SHERIFF, upon receipt, to the Board of County Commissioners of Okaloosa County in consideration 
and reimbursement for the County having allocated the entire amount payable under this agreement 
to the SHERIFF in its current budget. Any and all funds allocated to the SHERIFF by the Board of 
County Commissioners of Okaloosa County in consideration of this agreement shall be accounted to 
the general revenue fund of the SHERIFF. 

ARTICLE III
EMPLOYMENT RESPONSIBILITY

The SHERIFF shall be responsible for any liability for or direct payment of any salaries, wages or 
other compensation, contributions to pension funds, insurance premiums, worker's compensation 
funds, vacation or compensatory time, sick leave benefits or any other amenities of employment to 
any SHERIFF personnel performing services, duties and responsibilities hereunder for the benefit of 
said CITY and the residents thereof, or any other liabilities whatsoever, unless otherwise specifically 
provided herein. The SHERIFF shall indemnify and hold harmless the CITY from all claims, 
demands and causes of action resulting from any law enforcement or other activity conducted 
pursuant to this agreement or as a result of this agreement or other acts of law enforcement personnel 
of the SHERIFF. The CITY shall not be liable, in any manner, for any activity of any employee of 
the SHERIFF.

ARTICLE IV
ADDITIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES

Any additional law enforcement services requested by, and exclusively provided to the CITY, shall 
be billed to the CITY on a monthly basis at the actual reimbursable cost for the personnel assigned.  
Only the CITY MANAGER or his/her designee will have the authority to request additional services 
provided pursuant to this article.  Services provided pursuant to this article shall be agreed to by the 
parties’ authorized representatives, in writing, prior to the commencement of said services.
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ARTICLE V
RIGHT OF CONTROL

The SHERIFF shall have and maintain the responsibility for providing the level of service (LOS) 
determined by the CITY COUNCIL.  The discipline of personnel and other matters pertinent to the 
performance of the services, duties and responsibilities shall be the responsibility of the SHERIFF, 
and if germane, results may be made available to the CITY MANAGER. Nothing herein contained 
should be construed to mean that the CITY is contracting away its constitutional authority. 

ARTICLE VI
AUTHORITY TO ACT

The CITY does hereby vest in each sworn deputy of the SHERIFF, to the extent allowed by law, the 
police powers of the CITY, which are necessary to implement and carry forth the services, duties and 
responsibilities imposed upon the SHERIFF hereby, for the sole and limited purpose of giving 
official and lawful status and validity to the performance thereof by such sworn officers. Any sworn 
deputy sheriff duly appointed as provided by law, shall have the authority and by this agreement is 
vested with the power to: 

• Enforce the laws of the State of Florida; 
• Enforce the ordinances of Okaloosa County that are applicable in the CITY; however, to the 

extent should an ordinance of the County be in conflict with an ordinance of the CITY, the 
CITY’s ordinance shall prevail; 

• Enforce the ordinances of the CITY and provide frequent patrols at CITY facilities and parks 
during special and sporting events and activities; and 

• Provide any other law enforcement activity as authorized or directed by the City Council.

ARTICLE VII
UNIFORMS AND VEHICLES

The SHERIFF shall have the total responsibility for the selection of uniforms for the deputies 
performing duties and services pursuant to this agreement and the marking of patrol vehicles.  All 
vehicles to be used by contracted deputies within the CITY shall be marked with the seal of the CITY 
of Destin.  The SHERIFF agrees to enhance identification of the City of Destin through improved 
vehicular decals and substation building signage, the extent of which shall be mutually agreed upon 
by the CITY and the SHERIFF prior to implementation.
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ARTICLE VIII
LIAISON & MONTHLY REPORTING

A liaison shall be maintained between the CITY and the SHERIFF and/or his designee. The CITY'S 
liaison shall be the CITY MANAGER or designee; who shall meet and confer with the SHERIFF 
and/or designee and other law enforcement officers on a regular basis to review law enforcement 
activity and other CITY related activities. Provided, the SHERIFF, shall consult only with an 
authorized representative of the CITY in carrying out the terms and conditions of this contract. The 
focus of the SHERIFF'S liaison is to improve and maintain optimum communications between the 
organizations identified in this agreement. The liaison will attend weekly City staff meetings and 
remain directly involved in issues of the CITY related to public safety within the City of Destin. The 
liaison will ensure the CITY is provided reports and data, in formats agreed upon by the Sheriff’s 
Office and the City, on a no less than monthly basis, containing information generated within the 
corporate limits of the CITY. The SHERIFF'S liaison will provide direct and timely notification to 
the CITY MANAGER of any major incidents occurring within the City limits.  Major incidents 
include those in which have is loss of life, significant property damage or which have the potential to 
generate high profile media coverage. 

ARTICLE IX
INSURANCE

The personnel appointed and employed by the SHERIFF pursuant to this agreement shall be covered 
in all respects as are other members of the SHERIFF'S office either through the SHERIFF'S Self-
Insurance Fund or through a private company with comparable coverage to minimally include 
worker's compensation, liability and adequately cover replacement costs of rented, borrowed or used 
equipment, vehicles and property. The SHERIFF shall provide the same insurance coverage for the 
vehicles used in the CITY under the terms of this agreement as is used for like vehicles in the 
SHERIFF'S Office. 

ARTICLE X
TERM

This service agreement shall remain in full force and effect for the term commencing the 1st day of 
October, 2022 and ending the 30th day of September, 2023, inclusive, unless otherwise amended, 
extended or terminated in accordance with the terms hereof. 
 

ARTICLE XI
OPTION TO RENEW

For, and in consideration of, the mutual benefits herein contemplated, the sufficiency of which is 
hereby acknowledged, the SHERIFF does hereby extend to the CITY a continuing option to renew 
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this service agreement upon the same terms and conditions described herein, subject, however, to the 
provision that the contract price shall be negotiated between the parties each year. Any such contract 
price negotiations shall be completed with the City Manager thirty (30) days prior to the end of the 
then-current contract year to allow for inclusion of the contract sum in the CITY'S proposed budget, 
contingent upon an annual appropriation by the City Council. 

ARTICLE XII
RIGHT OF CANCELLATION AND TERMINATION

Any party hereto shall have the right to cancel this contract at any time during its existence upon 
giving ninety (90) days advance notice of its intention to cancel. Upon the termination of the ninety 
(90) day period, this contract shall then be canceled, terminated, become null and void and of no 
further force and effect.

ARTICLE XIII
AUTHORITY TO EXECUTE

The SHERIFF, by his execution hereof, does hereby represent to the CITY that he has full power and 
authority to make and execute this service agreement pursuant to the powers vested in him under 
Article VIII of the Constitution of the State of Florida and Section 125.0101, Florida Statutes, to the 
effect that his making and execution hereof shall create a legal obligation upon himself as a political 
subdivision of the State and as SHERIFF of Okaloosa County, Florida, which shall be legally binding 
upon him; and that the same shall be enforceable by the CITY according and to the extent of the 
provisions hereof. Nothing contained herein, nor any obligation on the part of the SHERIFF to be 
performed hereunder, shall in any way be contrary to, or in contravention of, any policy of insurance 
or surety bond required of the SHERIFF pursuant to the laws of the State of Florida. 

The Mayor and/or City Manager, by their respective executions hereof, do each represent to the 
SHERIFF that they, collectively, have full power and authority to make and execute this service 
agreement on behalf of the City of Destin, Florida, and nothing herein contained is in any way 
contrary to or in contravention of the Charter of the City of Destin or the laws of the State of Florida. 
 

ARTICLE XIV
NOTICES

All notices required hereunder shall be made by Certified Mail, Return-Receipt Requested, and any 
notice required hereunder shall be addressed to the party intended to receive same at the following 
address:  
SHERIFF: Eric Aden, Sheriff 
                  Okaloosa County Sheriff's Office 
                  50 2nd Street
                  Shalimar, FL 32579 

CITY: Lance Johnson, City Manager
            City of Destin
            4200 Indian Bayou Trail 
            Destin, FL 32541 
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ARTICLE XV
NON-ASSIGNABILITY

The SHERIFF shall not assign any of the obligations or benefits imposed hereby or contained herein, 
unless upon the consent of the City Council of the CITY, which consent must be evidenced by a duly 
passed action of the City Council and produced to the SHERIFF in writing. 

ARTICLE XVI
SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY

The parties further agree that nothing in this Agreement constitutes a waiver of the City of Destin's 
rights and immunities under the common law, Florida Constitution or Florida Statutes 768.28, as 
amended from time to time. 

ARTICLE XVII
INDEMNIFICATION

The SHERIFF shall be legally responsible for actions of Sheriff's law enforcement personnel 
performing services under this agreement.  Lawsuits and claims that may be filed from time to time 
shall be handled by the SHERIFF in accordance with normal procedures and the SHERIFF shall hold 
the CITY harmless from any and all manner of actions, causes of actions, suits, judgments, 
executions, claims and demands of any kind whatsoever, in law or in equity, which may result from 
or arise out of the Sheriff's use of CITY property or the intentional or negligent acts of the SHERIFF, 
Sheriff's Deputies and Sheriff's employees; and, the SHERIFF shall indemnify the CITY from any 
and all damages, judgments, claims, costs, expenses, including reasonable attorney's fees, which the 
CITY might suffer in connection with or as a result of the intentional or negligent acts and the alleged 
intentional or alleged negligent acts of the SHERIFF, Sheriff's Deputies and Sheriff's employees. 

The CITY agrees to hold the SHERIFF harmless from any and all manner of actions, causes of 
actions, judgments, executions, claims and demands of any kind whatsoever, in law or in equity, 
which may result from or arise out of the constitutionality of ordinances enacted by the CITY and 
enforced by the SHERIFF or from acts or omissions attributable to the CITY that occurred prior to 
the execution of this agreement, and the CITY agrees to indemnify the SHERIFF for any and all 
damages, judgments, claims, costs, expenses, including reasonable attorney's fees, which the 
SHERIFF might suffer in connection or as a result of the constitutionality of ordnances enacted by 
the CITY and enforced by the SHERIFF or from acts or omissions attributable to the CITY that 
occurred prior to the execution of this agreement. The SHERIFF does not assume any existing or 
contingent liabilities regarding liability of the CITY unless specifically listed in this agreement. The 
CITY does not assume any existing or contingent liabilities regarding liability of the SHERIFF unless 
specifically listed in this agreement.
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ARTICLE XVIII
ENTIRE AGREEMENT

The parties acknowledge one to the other, that the terms hereof constitute the entire understanding 
and agreement of the parties with respect hereto. No modification hereof shall be effective unless in 
writing, executed with the same formalities as this agreement is executed. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused their respective agents to execute this 
instrument on their behalf, at the times set forth below.

CITY OF DESTIN, FLORIDA

_________________________________ Date: _____________________________
By: Gary Jarvis, Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________ __________________________________
By: Lance Johnson, City Manager Rey Bailey, and City Clerk

Approved as to legal form:

__________________________________
Kyle Bauman, City Attorney

SHERIFF OF OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA

________________________________ Date: ___________________________
Eric Aden, Sheriff


