
 

 
 
 
 

AGENDA MEMORANDUM 

H.1. 

 
   
FROM: Charles Oliver, County Administrator 

SUBJECT: 1:30PM Public Hearing on Publishing Notices Electronically 

AGENDA DATE: October 18, 2022 
 

BRIEF OVERVIEW:  
The Florida Legislature passed and the Governor signed CS/HB 7049. This bill allows a 
local governmental agency the option to publish legal notices on a publicly accessible 
website owned or designated by the county instead of a print newspaper under specified 
conditions. The bill requires a governmental agency located in a county that has a 
population of fewer than 160,000 to first hold a public hearing and determine that its 
residents have sufficient access to the Internet via broadband service before publishing 
legally required advertisements and public notices on that 
website. 
The Clerk made a presentation at the August 30, 2022 meeting about the number and cost if 
the Clerk took over the responsibility of Public Notices being posted electronically on the 
Clerks website. The Board voted to hold a Public Hearing on October 18, 2022. 
The Clerk of Courts Office in an email dated October 5, 2022 states "an in-depth review of 
the Clerks process including discussion of unknown factors, has proven that we cannot 
publish all notices on our website at a cost less than what the Chronicle is currently charging 
under the agreement which ends November 27, 2022". We have confirmed with the 
publisher of the Chronicle that "the rates outlined on the final page of the previous contract 
will remain the same as they have". The publisher notes "there is a slight adjustment to the 
per column inch rate as the newspaper's column dimensions have changed". "The previous 
rate was $2.10 for a 1.0" column, while the new rate of $3.16 for a 1.55" column." This 
roughly represents the same cost by area. 
We have also included the Broadband coverage information for Citrus County. Based on this 
information, we cannot represent that a savings would occur from changing from print to 
electronic posting. 
 

STRATEGIC PLANNING ELEMENT:  



BUDGET IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE:  
Account No. Account Title Current 

Budget 
YTD 
Expenditures 

Encumbrances Available 
Balance 

            

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
Conduct a public hearing on Publishing Notices Electronically on the Clerks website  

ATTACHMENTS:  
1. Public Notices 
2. Letter from Chronicle 
3. Chronicle Power Point 
  


