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D R A F T 
 

      September 20, 2022 

 

The Honorable Calvin S. Hawkins, II, Chair 

Prince George’s County Council 

County Administration Building 

14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive 

Upper Marlboro, Maryland   20772 

 

RE:  County Legislation CB-69, CB-77, CB-78, and CB-92 

 

Dear Council Chair Hawkins: 

 

 The Bowie City Council has considered several County Council legislative bills of interest, that 

are moving their way through the County Council review process.  The City Council is very concerned 

that every one of these bills appear to undermine the recently approved Zoning Ordinance Rewrite, and 

many residents and municipal officials are opposed.   

 

CB-69 – CB-69-2022 is a proposal that raises substantial policy implications for Prince George’s County 

and the Planning Board. In summation, it would amount to changes in zoning that were not contemplated 

in the Countywide Map Amendment (CMA), and which would not be the result of comprehensive or 

piecemeal rezoning procedures.  This bill will affect all properties in the County that were in the M-X-T 

Zone prior to April 1, 2022. There are approximately 7,093 such properties in the County. 

 

Recommendation (CB-69-2022): OPPOSE 

 

CB-77 – CB-77-2022 is motivated in part by property owner concerns that the use table of their new zone 

leaves out some uses that are important and appropriate. If so, the correct approach is to revise the use 

tables in the new code. Allowing access to two zones and use tables in perpetuity as a solution represents 

overkill and raises many risks.  CB-77-2022 represents a drastic departure from the transitional provisions 

approved by the County Council in 2018 and 2021. The bill will greatly increase the complexity and 

decrease the public transparency of development review in the County. The current transitional provisions 

were the result of a careful, years-long process and should be given a chance to work before making 

wholesale changes. 

 

Recommendation (CB-77-2022): OPPOSE 

 

CB-78 – This bill would modify zone development regulations (“bulk regulations” such as minimum lot 

size, minimum front setback, minimum yard depths, minimum green area, maximum lot coverage, etc.) to 

require the application of the regulations of the highest-intensity zone unless the applicant of a 

development proposal on a split-zoned lot or parcel opts out. It would also require the highest-intensity 

zone’s use table apply to development of a split-zoned lot or parcel unless the applicant opts out. These 

mandates would supersede the regulations and uses of lesser-intensity zones. 
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Letter to Chair Calvin S. Hawkins, II 

CB-69, CB-77, CB-78, and CB-92 

 

 

 
 

There may be legal concerns associated with this bill. The concern is that the bill may, in effect, rezone 

property through legislation rather than an authorized rezoning process. 

 

Recommendation (CB-78-2022): OPPOSE 

 

CB-92 - This bill, sponsored by Council Chair Calvin Hawkins and Council Member Franklin, eliminates 

the ability of a Council member to ask for a development case to be reviewed by District 

Council.  Removal of this tool is premature especially given the prior legislation also being considered by 

Council radically alters the county’s zoning code.  In past years, the City Council has supported the role 

of the District Council in reviewing development cases as oftentimes community concerns cannot be 

addressed in any other way. 

 

Recommendation (CB-92-2022): OPPOSE 

 

 

 The City Council urges you to reject all these bills.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide 

recommendations for these bills. 

 

       Sincerely,  

 

 

 

       Bowie City Council 

       Timothy J. Adams 

       Mayor 

 

cc:  The Honorable Todd M. Turner 

 

 

 

. 
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