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Amelia County 
Revenue Share Ordinance for Solar Energy Projects and Energy Storage Systems 

 
Whereas, as of July 1, 2020, § 58.1-2636 of the Code of Virgnia has provided authorization 

for localities to adopt revenue sharing ordinances for certain utility scale solar energy projects; and 

Whereas, in 2021, the Virginia General Assembly amended this section of state law to add 
local revenue sharing authority related to energy storage systems; and 

Whereas, the County desires to amend the Amelia County Code of Ordinances to 
implement the provision of § 58.1-2636 of the Code of Virgnia; and 

Whereas, this Ordinance was property advertised as required by § 15.2-1427 of the Code 
of Virginia, and a public hearing was conducted prior to its adoption. 

Now Therefore Be It Ordained, by the Amelia County Board of Supervisors that a Chapter 
be added to the Amelia County Code of Ordinances entitled “Revenue Share for Solar Energy 
Projects and Energy Storage Systems” as follows:  

Chapter 280 
Revenue Share for Solar Energy Projects and Energy Storage Systems 

 
§ 280- 1  Title 
This chapter shall be known as the “Revenue Share for Solar Energy Projects and Energy Storage 
Systems”. 
 
§ 280- 2. Solar Energy Project Revenue Share.   
A revenue share in the amount $1,400 per megawatt, as measured in alternating current (AC) 
generation capacity of the nameplate capacity of the facility based on submissions by the facility 
owner to the interconnecting utility, shall be assessed each tax year on all solar photovoltaic 
(electric energy) projects in operation in the County. 

§ 280- 3.  Energy Storage System Revenue Share.   
A revenue share in the amount $1,400 per megawatt, as measured in alternating current (AC) 
storage capacity, shall be assessed each tax year on all energy storage systems in operation in the 
County. "Energy storage system" means equipment, facilities, or devices that are capable of 
absorbing energy, storing it for a period of time, and redelivering that energy after it has been 
stored. 

§ 280- 3. Revenue Share; automatic increases.  
For all solar photovoltaic projects and energy storage systems for which a local zoning permit or 
land use application is approved on or after July 1, 2021, the revenue share fee per megawatt 
established in this section shall increase by 10 percent on July 1, 2026 and shall increase by 10 
percent every five years thereafter. 

§ 280- 5. Applicability.  
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A.  This chapter shall apply to all solar photovoltaic (electric energy) projects except those that 
are: (i) described in § 56-594, 56-594.01, 56-594.02, or 56-594.2 of the Code of Virginia; (ii) 20 
megawatts or less, as measured in alternating current (AC) generation capacity, for which an initial 
interconnection request form has been filed with an electric utility or a regional transmission 
organization on or before December 31, 2018; or (iii) five megawatts or less. 

B. Further, this chapter shall not retroactively apply to any solar photovoltaic (electric energy) 
project for which an application was filed with the County on or before July 1, 2020, unless (i) the 
County and the applicant or owner agree to revise any existing voluntary payment agreement, or 
enter into any new voluntary payment agreement, under which the applicant or owner agree to 
voluntarily waive a portion of the exemption from machinery and tools tax as provided in § 58.1-
3660 of the Code of Virginia, and  (ii) the County and the applicant or owner agree to substitute 
the amount of such voluntary payment for a similar amount of a solar energy revenue share 
authorized by § 58.1-2636 of the Code of Virginia. However, nothing in paragraph shall preclude 
an applicant or owner of a solar photovoltaic (electric energy) project previously approved by the 
County from entering into a written agreement to submit such project to the provisions of this 
chapter. 

For the purposes of this chapter, “application has been filed with the county" means an applicant 
has filed an application for a zoning confirmation from the county for a by-right use or an 
application for land use approval under the county's zoning ordinance to include an application for 
a special exception permit or other application as set out in the county's zoning ordinance. 

§ 280- 6. Exemption from Machinery and Tools Tax. 
For all solar photovoltaic (electric energy) projects and energy storage systems subject to the 
revenue share provisions of this chapter, the tax exemption set out in § 58.1-3660 of the Code of 
Virgnia for certain certified pollution control equipment and facilities and energy storage systems 
shall be 100 percent of the assessed value of property qualifying for such exemption under state 
law. 

Be it further ordained, that this this ordinance shall become effective immediately upon 
approval by the Amelia County Board of Supervisors.  
 
Adopted by the Amelia County Board of Supervisor this __ day of ___________, 2022 

 
By: _________________________   
       Hon. David Felts, Chairman 
 
 
Attest: _______________________         Approved as to form: _________________________ 

A. Taylor Harvie, III           Jeffrey Gore, County Attorney 


